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“We need to reconsider humanity’s relationship with nature, moving away 
from a fear-based urban conditioning towards a recognition that humans are 
part of nature...”
															               -Bob Ramirez

President, Gabrielino Tongva Springs Foundation 
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To n g va  Pa r k

O c e a n  Av e .

s a n ta  m o n ic a  c a  

I n t e rw e av i n g  h u m a n i t y  a n d  n at u r e
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 ta b l e  o f  c o n t e n
t s

tongva  park

sourc e : goog l e  e arth
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som e 

l a n d s c a p e s  s t r o n g ly 

c ommu n ic at e  t h e i r  p u r po s e .  s om e 

t ra n s p o rt  u s  to  a n  oa s i s   i n  t h e  m i d d l e 

o f  a n  u r ba n  e n b r io n m e n t .  i t  s e e m s  t h i s  wa s 

t h e  i n t e n t io n  o f  t h e  to n g va  pa r k :  to  t ra n s p o rt  a n d 

e s c a p e  t h e  h u s t l e  a n d  b u s t l e  o f  t h e  l a  m ac ro e n b r io n m e n t . 

i n  2013 , i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  a r r oyo  l a n da s c a p e , 

j a m e s  c o r n e r  f i e l d  o p e rat io n s  l lc ,  e n v i s io n e d 

t ra n s fo rm i n g  a  pa r k i n g  lot  i n to  a  g a r d e n  wa l k  t h at 

r e d e f i n e s  d own town  s a n ta  m o n ic a . 

Fo r  t h e  pa s t  3  q u a rt e r s ,  D G 1 - 3   h a s  ta u g h t  m e  a 

w i d e  ra n g e  o f  n ew  s k i l l s :  f r om  h a n d  s k e tc h i n g , 

to  c ommu n ic at i n g  g ra p h ic  s k i l l s  e f f ec t i v e ly , , 

to  l e a r n i n g  2  n ew  s o f twa r e  p r o g ram s .  t h i s 

b o o k l e t  i s  t h e  c u l m i n at io n  o f  t h o s e  s k i l l s . 

to n g va  pa r k  wa s  a  c o n d u i t  fo r  w h ic h  t h o s e 

s k i l l s  s h i n e . 

 i n t r o d u c t io n

credit: treepeople.org
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s t e p s  away 

f r om  t h e  pa c i f ic  o c e a n  a n d  t h e  S a n ta  m o n ic a 

p i e r ,  to n g va  pa r k  i s  i n  a  p r i m e  lo c at io n  to  s e r v e  r e s i d e n t s  i n  n e a r by 

a pa r t m e n t s ,  to u r i s t s ,  h ot e l  g u e s t s ,  a n d  lo c a l s  c om i n g  o f f  t h e  e x p o  l i n e .  i t s 

f u l l  a n d  l u s h  6 . 42 ac r e s  i s  u n e x p ec t e d  b e tw e e n  c i t y  h a l l ,  t h e  i - 10 

f r e eway ,  a n d  o c e a n  av e .

 lo c at io n  an d  c o n t e x t

N

0 ’ 320 ’ ’ 6 40 ’ 1 280 ’

Santa Monica, CA.

1” =  640’-0
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 c o n c e p t  d i a g ram

NTS N

each 

area of the park is programmed 

for a specific purpose, as represented in the 

concept OR “bubble Diagram”. ken genser square on main 

street is connected to ocean ave. as represented by the arrow 

traversing through the site.

“rest” denotes the garden hill portion which the architects built alcoves 

amongst garden displays of native and adapted plants.  

“Play” denotes the discovery Hill portion for children’s play area.  

“observe” denotes observation hill where views of the pacific can be 

experienced.  

“preserve” is where existing trees can be enjoyed and “stroll” 

includes the  gathering hill portion. 



9

        s i t e  a n a ly s i s

N

THE 

SITE IS gradually SLOPED TOWARDS 

THE PACIFIC OCEAN. ANALYSIS REVEALS DRAINAGE THAT GOES 

TOWARDS A BASIN IN THE WESTERN MOST CORNER. CIRCULATION APPEARS 

COMPLEX BUT FOLLOWS A CURVED PATTERN, 3 WATER FEATURes ARE SPRINKLED 

THROUGHOUT THE PARK, AND THE LIMIT OF WORK DEFINES THE OUTLINE OF 

THE SITE WHICH PRESERVES THE HISTORICAL CHEZ JAY property.

0 ’ 1 60 ’ 320 ’ 640 ’

0 ’ 80 ’ 160 ’ 320 ’

0 ’ 1 60 ’ 320 ’ 640 ’

0 ’ 1 60 ’ 320 ’ 640 ’

N

N

N

c i r cu l at ion

wat er  f e atur e s

wat er  dra i n ag e

1” =  320’-0

1” =  320’-0

1” =  320’-0

1” =  160’-0
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P E R S P EC T I V E  S K E TC H  ( P 1 )   V I EW  O F  M A I N  S T R E E T  LO O K I N G  TOWA R D S  I - 10 F R E EWAY

5 PHOTOS SHOWING PERSPECTIVES OF GARDEN HILL NORTH QUADRANT FROM NORTH 

TO SOUTH. P1) MAIN STREET VIEW, P2-P4) CURVED HARDSCAPE PATHS WITH RETAINING WALL BENCHes P5) SOUTHERNMOST 

curved path showing curved lighting standard 

N

 N o r t h  q u a d ra n t

0 ’ 40 ’ 80 ’ 160 ’

T H E 

NORTH  QUADRANT  O F  T H E  PAR K , 

A L SO  K NOWN  A S  GARD E N  H I L L ,  I S  A  LOV E LY 

P L AC E  TO  WAND ER  OR  R E S T .  P E AC E FU L LY  SURROUND E D  BY 

SUCCU L E N T S ,   T R E E S ,  A N D  N AT I V E  P L A N Ts , you  can  fo l low 

PATHWAYS  t hat  s lop e  a long  T H E  G E N T L E  topography 

R E S EMB L I NG  T H E  ARROYO .

PERSPECTIVE VIEW

1” =  80’-0
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     s ec t io n  E l e vat io n
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          i n s p i rat io n 
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0 ’ 40 ’ 80 ’ 160 ’

     
       

      i l l u s t rat i v e  l ayo u t  p l a n

1” =  160’-0
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K E Y  M A P  

   e n l a r g e m e n t  

l e t ’ s  ta k e  a  c lo s e r 

lo o k  at  t h e  s o u t h  w e s t  a r e a 

o f  t h e  pa r k .  t h e y  k e y  m a p  s h ows  o u r 

a r e a  o f  i n t e r e s t .  o n  t h e  o p po s i t e  pag e , 

p e r s p ec t i v e  v i ew s  a r e  m a r k e d  “ p 1 ” 

a d  “ P 2 ” .  T H E  A - A ’  S EC T IO N  I S  M A R K E D 

a c c o r d i n g ly  to  v i ew  t h e  C U T  LO O K I N G 

TOWA R D S  T H E  n o rt h e a s t .  h ig h l ig h t s  i n 

t h i s  a r e a  i n c lu d e  woo d  p l a n k e d  b r i d g e s , 

g ra s s y  k n o l l  w i t h  c o n i f e r  c o v e rag e ,  a n d  

ba s k e t  fo rm e d  o b s e r vat io n  d ec k s  fo r 

a n  u n r e m a r k a b l e  v i ew  o f  t h e  pa c i f ic 

o c e a n .

N

0 ’ 1 60 ’ 320 ’ 640 ’
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ENLARGEMENT OF LAYOUT PLAN SHOWING  THE SOUTHERN SECTION ALONG OCEAN AVE.

Enlargement 1”= 16’-0’
0 ’ 8 ’ 16 ’ 32 ’ N

A A’
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An ancient Southern 

California Living PRACTICE, the 

Tongva people have skillfully crafted The 

baskets (pictured HERE, ) for 7,000 yearts to 

carry Food, water, and gather plants. made from 

native plants like rush and sumac, These baskets are so 

tightly coiled, they are watertight. 

	 the basket’s form is highlighted in the section 

elevation view (facing page) AS THE OVERHEAD STRUCTURES 

FOR THE OBSERVATION DECKS. THESE SEEM TO serve as a 

portal for connecting past and present; ocean 

and land; nature and humanity. 

 h o n o r i n g  a n c i e n t  p rac t ic e s

garystockbri dg e617 .g e tarch i v e . n e t

ebth.com
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1” = 16’-0 

SECTION ELEVATION A-A’ LOOKING NORTH
0 ’ 8 ’ 16 ’ 32 ’

A A’

     s ec t io n  e l e vat io n
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VIEw looking west from one of 

the two OBSERVATION DECKs. NOTICE 

THE overhead STRUCTURE IS CONSTRUCTED 

to refresent THE TONGVA WOVEN BASKETS 

and also resembles an ocean wave form. 

OVERLOOKING Ocean Avenue, THE BASKET STRUCTURE 

SERVES AS A PORTAL TO ALLOW THE PARK GUEST TO BE 

TRANSPORTED TO view the VAST BLUE PACIFIC OCEAN. 

 p e r s p ec t i v e  s
k e tc h  p 1
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VIEW FROM BOTOM OF STAIRS LEADING TO THE 

OBSERVATION DECKS. sandwhiched between 

succulents, trees, and native plants, THIS 

STAIRWAY IS An engaging TRANSITIONAL AREA 

THAT ALLOWS THE PARK GUEST TO OBSERVE THE 

PARK AT MULTIPLE LEVELS from EACH LANDING.

p e r s p ec t i v e  s k e tc h  p 2  

p e r s p ec t i v e  s k e tc h  p 2  
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M at e r i a l s  |   
p l a n t  pa l l e t t t e

morton  bay  f ig  ( f icus  macrophy l l a )

S pri ng 

t im e  i n  t h e 

par k  fac i l i tat e s  a 

di v ers e  p l a n t  pa l l e t t e . 

t h e  succ eu l e n t s  i n f lor e sc e 

co lor fu l ly ,  t h e  tr e e s 

e xpr e s s  t h e i r  

c a nopi e s  f u l ly , 

ground  cov er 

spr eads  v i ra l ly , 

a n d  s hrubs 

t h ic k e n  lu sh ly .

A lo e   S p .
Span i s h  Dagg er  Yucca  sp .

R e d  Hot  Pok er  ( K n i p ho f i a  u vari a ) Yucca   & 

A s tro lme l i a
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Am e n i t i e s 

i n  t h e  pa r k 

i n c lu d e  3  wat e r 

f e at u r e s   lo c at e d 

i n  s e pa rat e  a r e a s 

o f  t h e  pa r k  to  s e r v e 

s e pa rat e  f u n c t io n s . 

T h e  s p l a s h  pa d  i n  t h e 

D i s c o v e r y  Tot  Lot 

i n v i t e s  p l ay ,  w h e r e 

t h e  Fo u n ta i n  at  t h e 

g a r d e n  h i l l  e n t ra n c e 

w e lc om e s  g u e s t s , 

a n d  t h e  fo u n ta i n  at 

g at h e r i n g  h i l l  e n l i v e n s  t h e 

s o u t h e r n  p o rt io n  o f 

t h e  pa r k .

morton  bay  f ig  ( f icus  macrophy l l a )

di s cov ery  h i l l 

s p l a sh  pad
gard e n  h i l l 

founta i n
gath eri ng  h i l l

founta i n

     
       

      a m e n i t i e s :  wat e r  f e at u r e s
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at 

f i r s t  g l a nc e 

tongva  park  may  app ear 

comp l ic at e d  a n d  mayb e  a  l i t t l e 

out  o f  p l ac e  for  los  a ng e l e s . 

howev er ,  t h e  t hought  man i f e s t e d  i n to 

t h e  l a n dscap e  b ecomes  more  e v i d e n t 

w i t h  c los er  i n sp ect ion .  curv i l e n e ar  forms 

i n spi r e d  by  t h e  oc e an  wav e s  b ecome  s e at i ng , 

l ig h t i ng , s tructur e s ,  a n d  pathways .  n at i v e 

p l a n ts  h api l ly  ma k e  t h e i r  pr e s e nc e  k nown  a nd 

e x i s t i ng  tr e e s  cont i nu e  to  t hri v e .  wat er 

f e atur e s  da nc e  for  ch i l dr e n  a n d  i n v i t e 

e v er yon e  i n to  t h e  par k .  i t s  purpos e  i s 

bo l d ,  i n t erweav i ng  t h e  fabric  o f  l i f e , 

a  l i t t l e  cu ltur e ,  a n d  to  conn ect  u s 

to  t h e  oc e an .

p r o j ec t  s u mm a r y
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a k n ow l e d g e m e n t s

LAURA  RA ZO

R EB ECCA  SCHWAN ER

Dav i d  Squ i r e s

DG1 ,2  &3  C l a s smat e s

t h a n k  y o u !
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A lways  i n  lov e 

w i t h  n atur e ,  A ri  Aycock -

W i l l i amS  F E E L S  A  CONN ECT ION  W I T H 

A N IMA L S  A N D  P L A N TS ,  S H E  gr ew  up  i n 

A n n  Arbor ,  M I .  wh er e  s h e  e arn e d  h er  B S  i n 

Biopsycho logy  a nd  t h e  Cogn i t i v e  S c i e n c e s  at 

t h e  U n i v e s i t y  o f  M ic h ig an  a n d  t h e n  h er  Doctor  i n 

V e t eri n ary  M e dic i n e  at  M ic h ig an  S tat e  U n i v ers i t y 

Co l l eg e  o f  V e t eri n ary  M e dic i n e .  S i n c e ,  s h e  h a s  h a s 

E N JOY E D  A  C ARR ER  A S  A  L a b  A n ima l  V e t eri n ari a n  at  t h e 

U n i v ers i t y  o f  South ern  C a l i forn i a .  S h e  r e s i d e s  i n  Los 

A ng e l e s  w i t h  h er  dog  a nd  husband  A ND  SP E NDS  H ER  F R E E 

T IM E  l e arn i ng .  S h e  i s  look i ng  forward  to  cont i nu i ng 

to  e xpand  h er  k nowl edg e  a n d  s k i l l s  i n  t h e  pursu i t 

O F  t h e  l a n dscap e  arch i t ec tur e  pro f e s s ion .

      b io g ra p h y
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