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  I ’m Ranen Ayob, a I ’m Ranen Ayob, a 
landscape architect landscape architect 
with a background in with a background in 

mathematics , and physics . mathematics , and physics . 
My work explores the My work explores the 

interplay between people , interplay between people , 
nature, and urban spaces , nature, and urban spaces , 
creating environments that heal, creating environments that heal, 
inspire , and foster community. inspire , and foster community. 
This portfolio was developed This portfolio was developed 

for the Design Graphics 3 for the Design Graphics 3 
course with Loura Razo at UCLA’s course with Loura Razo at UCLA’s 
Landscape Architecture Extension Landscape Architecture Extension 

Program, where I focused on Program, where I focused on 
translating ideas into visual translating ideas into visual 
narratives , experimenting with narratives , experimenting with 
composition, color, and form composition, color, and form 
to communicate the essence to communicate the essence 

of each space. Through this of each space. Through this 
work , I aim to demonstrate how work , I aim to demonstrate how 
thoughtful design can engage thoughtful design can engage 
both the eye and the experience.both the eye and the experience.
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The design concept is The design concept is 
inspired by an abstract inspired by an abstract 
human face, symbolizing human face, symbolizing 
perception and emotional perception and emotional 
experience within the experience within the 
landscape. The facial landscape. The facial 
geometry was translated geometry was translated 
into spatial layers that into spatial layers that 
organize movement, views, organize movement, views, 
and program within the and program within the 
park. The contours of the park. The contours of the 
face become circulation face become circulation 
paths, while the fragmented paths, while the fragmented 
planes create distinct planes create distinct 
spatial zones.spatial zones.

This transformation This transformation 
allows the artistic allows the artistic 
inspiration to evolve into inspiration to evolve into 
an architectural language, an architectural language, 
where form is not only where form is not only 
visual but also functional. visual but also functional. 
The face becomes a The face becomes a 
landscape framework that landscape framework that 
guides visitors through guides visitors through 
different experiences, different experiences, 
shaping how they move, shaping how they move, 
pause, and interact with the pause, and interact with the 
space.space.
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SSanta Monica Pier is one of the most anta Monica Pier is one of the most 
iconic and active public waterfront iconic and active public waterfront 
destinations in Southern California. The destinations in Southern California. The 
district connects the urban fabric of district connects the urban fabric of 
downtown Santa Monica with the Pacific downtown Santa Monica with the Pacific 
Ocean, creating a vibrant interface Ocean, creating a vibrant interface 
between city life, recreation, tourism, between city life, recreation, tourism, 
and natural coastal landscapes.and natural coastal landscapes.

Tongva Park sits directly across from Tongva Park sits directly across from 
the historic Santa Monica Pier, acting as the historic Santa Monica Pier, acting as 
a green gateway between the city and the a green gateway between the city and the 
beach.beach.

Tongva Park sits opposite the iconic Tongva Park sits opposite the iconic 
Santa Monica Pier, within one of the most Santa Monica Pier, within one of the most 
visually cohesive and scenic coastal visually cohesive and scenic coastal 
areas in Southern California. While the areas in Southern California. While the 
surrounding landscape is defined surrounding landscape is defined 
by the strong horizontal line of the by the strong horizontal line of the 
ocean horizon, the beach, and the pier, ocean horizon, the beach, and the pier, 
Tongva Park introduces an artificial Tongva Park introduces an artificial 
topography and fragmented forms topography and fragmented forms 
that disrupt this natural continuity. that disrupt this natural continuity. 
As a result, the park’s design feels As a result, the park’s design feels 
visually disconnected from the calm, visually disconnected from the calm, 
open character and linear beauty of the open character and linear beauty of the 
coastal setting.coastal setting.

Tongva Park - Tongva Park is Tongva Park - Tongva Park is 
a 6-acre urban park in Santa a 6-acre urban park in Santa 
Monica, California, known for Monica, California, known for 
its modern design featuring its modern design featuring 
rolling hills, native plants, rolling hills, native plants, 
and distinct sections and distinct sections 
for different activities. It for different activities. It 
includes an observation hill includes an observation hill 
with ocean views, a discovery with ocean views, a discovery 
hill with playgrounds and hill with playgrounds and 
a splash pad, a garden a splash pad, a garden 
hill with diverse flora, hill with diverse flora, 
and a gathering hill with and a gathering hill with 
an amphitheater and art an amphitheater and art 
installations. The park installations. The park 
was designed to be a was designed to be a 
sustainable, sustainable sustainable, sustainable 
oasis with braided paths and oasis with braided paths and 
multiple amenities, located multiple amenities, located 
near the Santa Monica Pier. near the Santa Monica Pier. 
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SITE ANALYSIS ILLUSTRATIVE
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ILLUSTRATIVE

The edge of Tongva Park The edge of Tongva Park 
adjacent to Santa Monica City adjacent to Santa Monica City 
Hall lacks spatial activation Hall lacks spatial activation 
and visual permeability. and visual permeability. 
The absence of continuous The absence of continuous 
movement, clear sightlines, movement, clear sightlines, 
and programmed activity has and programmed activity has 
resulted in a stagnant resulted in a stagnant 
urban edge. This condition urban edge. This condition 
discourages public entry discourages public entry 
from this side of the park from this side of the park 
and has allowed the space and has allowed the space 
to become informally occupied to become informally occupied 
rather than functioning as an rather than functioning as an 
integrated civic landscape. integrated civic landscape. 
As a result, this interface As a result, this interface 
fails to operate as an active fails to operate as an active 
transition between the park transition between the park 
and the surrounding urban and the surrounding urban 
fabric.fabric.
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ILLUSTRATIVE

This section of Tongva Park This section of Tongva Park 
appears more active than the appears more active than the 
other area. This may explain other area. This may explain 
many of the responses, many of the responses, 
since this part of the park is since this part of the park is 
more open and encourages more open and encourages 
gathering.gathering.
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ENLARGEMENT

AAAA

AA AA

TThe enlarged TThe enlarged 
plan highlights plan highlights 
the spatial the spatial 
organization organization 
and circulation and circulation 
of the garden. of the garden. 
Curved pathways Curved pathways 
guide visitors guide visitors 
through layered through layered 
planting areas planting areas 
and shaded and shaded 
gathering gathering 
spaces, spaces, 

The design integrates 
structural elements such 
as the arched canopy and 
seating areas to frame 
views and provide moments 
of pause
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SECTION ELEVATION

AA AA
A-AA-A

The section A-A illustrates the relationship The section A-A illustrates the relationship 
between topography, vegetation, and built between topography, vegetation, and built 
elements, emphasizing shade, visual permeability, elements, emphasizing shade, visual permeability, 
and a comfortable pedestrian experience within and a comfortable pedestrian experience within 
the landscape.the landscape.
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PLANTS PLANTS
In my opinion, there is an overuse of In my opinion, there is an overuse of 
succulents and some tropical plants, succulents and some tropical plants, 
and in certain areas they do not fully and in certain areas they do not fully 
match the context of the space. In some match the context of the space. In some 
parts of the park, it feels like plants parts of the park, it feels like plants 
were added mainly to fill empty areas were added mainly to fill empty areas 
rather than to strengthen the design rather than to strengthen the design 
concept or spatial experience.concept or spatial experience.

I think the planting becomes I think the planting becomes 
more meaningful only in specific more meaningful only in specific 
locations, especially in the locations, especially in the 
viewpoint areas, where there is a viewpoint areas, where there is a 
clear diversity of succulents and clear diversity of succulents and 
a stronger relationship between a stronger relationship between 
the planting, topography, and the planting, topography, and 
views. In contrast, other areas views. In contrast, other areas 
feel less intentional and less feel less intentional and less 
cohesive.cohesive.
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PLANTS PLANTS
Overall, while the park Overall, while the park 
has moments of strong has moments of strong 
planting design, I believe planting design, I believe 
the inconsistency in the inconsistency in 
plant selection weakens plant selection weakens 
the overall concept in the overall concept in 
some places.some places.

SOME EXAMPLES ARE SHOWN HERE TO ILLUSTRATE THE IDEA SOME EXAMPLES ARE SHOWN HERE TO ILLUSTRATE THE IDEA 

IT COULD BE SOMETHING LIKE THIS .......IT COULD BE SOMETHING LIKE THIS .......
OR SOMETHING LIKE THAT BUT YEAH .......OR SOMETHING LIKE THAT BUT YEAH .......
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A LITTLE MESSAGE
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Tongva Park sits in one of the most Tongva Park sits in one of the most 
beautiful and powerful locations in beautiful and powerful locations in 
Santa Monica, between the city and the Santa Monica, between the city and the 
ocean. In such a dramatic setting, the ocean. In such a dramatic setting, the 
landscape has the potential to create landscape has the potential to create 
a strong dialogue between the urban a strong dialogue between the urban 
environment and the coast. However, environment and the coast. However, 
in my opinion, the park does not fully in my opinion, the park does not fully 
respond to the character and beauty respond to the character and beauty 
of its surroundings. The design of its surroundings. The design 
feels fragmented and somewhat feels fragmented and somewhat 
disconnected from the larger spatial disconnected from the larger spatial 
context. Instead of enhancing the context. Instead of enhancing the 
openness and visual strength of the openness and visual strength of the 
area, many spaces feel enclosed and area, many spaces feel enclosed and 
separated, weakening the relationship separated, weakening the relationship 
between the park, the city, and the ocean.between the park, the city, and the ocean.

The only space that truly captures the The only space that truly captures the 
quality of this location is the pergola quality of this location is the pergola 
area, where people can sit, gather, and area, where people can sit, gather, and 
enjoy the sunlight and atmosphere of enjoy the sunlight and atmosphere of 
the coast. This space feels active and the coast. This space feels active and 
comfortable, which raises an important comfortable, which raises an important 
question: if this area works so well, question: if this area works so well, 
why doesn’t the rest of the park create why doesn’t the rest of the park create 
the same open, welcoming experience?the same open, welcoming experience?
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This project began as a study of Tongva Park during This project began as a study of Tongva Park during 
the final quarter of Design Graphics II under the the final quarter of Design Graphics II under the 
guidance of Rebecca Schwaner. The initial work guidance of Rebecca Schwaner. The initial work 
focused on site observation and hand-drawn analysis, focused on site observation and hand-drawn analysis, 
exploring the park’s spatial organization, planting, and exploring the park’s spatial organization, planting, and 
landscape character.landscape character.

The project was later developed into a complete The project was later developed into a complete 
portfolio during Design Graphics III with Laura Razo. portfolio during Design Graphics III with Laura Razo. 
During this stage, the drawings and diagrams were During this stage, the drawings and diagrams were 
refined and organized using digital tools including refined and organized using digital tools including 
Adobe Photoshop and Adobe InDesign.Adobe Photoshop and Adobe InDesign.

All drawings, analysis, and portfolio design were completed by Ranen All drawings, analysis, and portfolio design were completed by Ranen 
Ayob.Ayob.
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