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THOUSAND OAKS, CALIFORNIA

Located in Ventura County along the U.S. 101 corridor
between the cities of Camarillo and Simi Valley.
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THOUSAND OAKS AERIAL VIEW

Scenic view of Thousand Oaks surrounded by rolling hills
and open space.

\\J

\

N\
N

N
N

N

\\

S

N

N
N

N\

AN\

ix\
N\
N\
N
—

Thousand Oaks,
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CONTEXT

Thousand Oaks is located along the southern coast
of California within the greater Los Angeles region.

THOUSAND OAKS CIVIC CENTER PLAZA

View of the Thousand Oaks Civic Center Plaza from
ground level,
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CASE STUDIES
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Existing Parking £ ructure
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Creating a Community Gathering Space:
The site plan was designed to create a space
that can host farmer markets, art fairs, and
small to medium sized events (ex. concerts
and everyday activities) while inviting all
guests regardless 1f there 1s no events taking
place 1n the space. Features such as the central
plaza/stage, the community fire pits, and
multi-seating areas help form these gathering
spaces for all to enjoy.
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Promoting educational outdoor play:

The 1dea behind the design 1s to form a place
were children and families can learn about art
sculptures, plant species and their community.
Thoughout the site art installations, water play
features, ponds, and plant identification signs
were incorporated to introduce and promote
educational outdoor play while embracing the
local environment, history and arts.
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The 1nspiration behind this design came from the 1dea of creating unique spaces that
encourage community gathering, interaction, and educational opportunities for
people of all ages. Several design precedents influenced the development of the

site. One 1nspiration was the large water feature at SoF1 Stadium 1in Los Angeles,
California, which influenced the incorporation of water as a strong visual and e
experiential element within the plaza. Another inspiration was the pond located near # 4%
the Campus Store plaza at UC Santa Barbara, which helped inspire the 1dea of
creating a pond near the art gallery area to welcome visitors.

Paley Park in New York City also played an important role in the design,
particularly through its use of trees, seating, and a waterfall wall. These elements
inspired the design of the bus stop area, where trees and a water-wall feature
combine to create a comfortable and visually appealing gathering space.

Another crucial inspiration was the fire pit seating found at Paseo Nuevo in
Santa Barbara. This element influenced the design of the four gathering pods
located throughout the site, each featuring a central fire pit with built-in
seating surrounding 1t. The fire pits were also designed with families and
children 1n mind by providing approximately three feet of separation between
the fire feature and the surrounding seating, helping create a safer and more
comfortable gathering environment.

Lastly, the site incorporates multiple terraced levels, each offering different

¥ seating areas, activities, and features. This concept was inspired by terraced

' landscapes and homes, where changes 1n elevation help create distinct spaces
while maintaining a connection throughout the overall design.
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