
DESIGN PROGRAM

You have been hired by a 35-year-old couple to provide a planting design for their property.
Their home is in West Los Angeles. They have an 8-year-old daughter and 4-year-old 
Dachshund.

They would like:
A. Play area for daughter and dog
B. Kitchen garden
C. Shade garden
D. Seasonal Interest
E. Pollinators
F. Screening with plant material
G. Quiet space for parents to read, meditate and practice yoga
H. Storm water retention and infiltration in appropriate locations
I. Replanted parkway
J. Climate appropriate planting

Except for what is shown on the base plan, there is no plant material on the property. They 
want to retain the existing hardscape and fences. You may add to the patio, add a trellis, 
raised planters, and secondary paths.

The east side of the property is enclosed by a 5-foot redwood fence. The west side of the 
property and backyard are enclosed with a chain link fence.

The lot slopes from SW to NE at 1%.

Soil conditions are sandy loam

ADDITIONAL PROGRAM

1. Use at least 50% native plants with the remaining being climate appropriate.
2. You may use up to 25 different plant types/species.
4. Lawn may not exceed 25% of total landscape area.
5. Kitchen garden – additional foodscape optional.
6. Shade garden
7. Seasonal interest
8. Planting suitable for pollinators and wildlife.
9. Leave the fences in place. You can suggest new material, but you are not to redesign this.
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CONCEPT

TOTORO’S ENCHANTED GARDEN
 
This design draws inspiration from the animation of Hayao Miyazaki. 
Specifically his sense of wonder, quiet enchantment, and the lush, breathing 
landscapes that permeate his animes. My Neighbor Totoro came to mind 
most naturally: it’s a film that  follows a family navigating change and 
the uncertainty of potential loss (connection to the cemetery nextdoor of 
this site), while the children find solace in the magic hidden within the 
countryside surrounding their new home in a post WW2 rural Japan.

This meadowy plant palette is intended to echo the peacefulness and visual 
balance that characterizes Miyazaki’s backgrounds — layered, poetic, 
unhurried, and alive. In My Neighbor Totoro specifically, this translates into 
slowly undulating grasses, a towering enchanted camphor oak that serves as 
Totoro’s sanctuary, terraced rice paddies (interpreted here as rain gardens), 
a softly magical orchard, and a recurring motif of multi-trunk trees that 
feel ancient and inhabited. The energy moves through these spaces with 
the same gentle dynamism as the Cat Bus, a magic creature that makes the 
bouteloas ondulate briskly as it darts along the natural corridors around 
their new home. In this case, however, we might need a Dachshund Dog Bus!
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REAL WORLD INSPO



  LANDSCAPE DESIGN 5   I Private Residence Planting Design                                                       Instr. Pamela Brief  UCLAx Spring 2026   I    Tato Maizza

SITE ANALYSIS
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OPPORTUNITIES
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CONCEPT DIAGRAM 

PATHWAYS

HARDSCAPE SOFTSCAPE SEC. CIRC.

PLANT SCREEN MAIN CIRC.
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CONCEPT DIAGRAM DETAILED
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PLANT PALETTE 

FULL SUN

BLUE GRAMA SIDEOATS GRAMA BIG BERRY MANZANITA

RED BUCKWHEATPINELEAF PENSTEMON WOOLY BLUE CURLS

McMINN MANZANITA 
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PLANT PALETTE 

TOYON LEMONADE BERRY FERN PINE

CALIFORNIA POPPY CALENDULA totoro

FULL SUN

GOLDEN YARROW
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PLANT PALETTE 

SAND DUNE SAGE BEACH STRAWBERRY ISLAND ALUM ROOT WESTERN COLUMBINE

WESTERN  SWORD FERN OCEANSPRAY CALI SAGEBRUSH CALI POLYPODY

PART SHADE/ SHADE
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PLANT PALETTE 

RAIN GARDEN/ SWALE

CALI GRAY RUSH DOUGLAS IRIS SCARLET MONKEYFLOWER
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ILLUSTRATIVE SITE PLAN

WATER FEATURE

DECOMPOSITED
GRANITE (DG)

AFROCARPUS HEDGES TO BE TRAINED 
AND PRUNED TO MAINTAIN 5FT OF 
CANOPY WIDTH AT ALL TIMES

TRAVERTINE PERVIOUS TILES

OUTDOOR
KITCHEN/GRILL

BACK GATE

ZEN
DECK

SWALE

FAMILY LOUNGE/
DINING TABLE

MANZANITA MAGIC TUNNEL 
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LANDSCAPE PLAN

RAIN GARDEN

LEMONADE BERRY WALL 
(3X RHU INT)

‘TOTOYON‘   (1X HET ARB) PRIVACY HEDGE
(10X AFR GRA)

‘MANZANITA MAGIC TUNNEL‘   
(4X ARC GLA)

LEGEND / SCHEDULE
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PLANTING SCHEDULE

DETAILED PLANTING SCHEDULE
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AI RENDERS

MIYAZAKI’ STYLE SITE PLAN
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DETAIL: 
Manzanita Magic Tunnel


