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 Experiencing Los Angeles through the lens of the 
landscape architecture and landscape horticulture 
programs has been an eye-opening journey. Although I was 
born in L.A. and spent my childhood growing up in the 
Baldwin Hills community, I left the city for college and since 
then, have lived in several U.S. cities. 

 Currently my family lives in the Upper Rockridge 
neighborhood of Oakland, California.  After reading in the 
July edition of The Rockridge News neighborhood monthly 
newsletter that a conceptual proposal had been submitted 
to build a drive-through fast food restaurant on the project 
site, I decided to submit a letter to the editor. In the letter, I 
referenced Oakland’s General Plan that was released 
earlier this year, and past park studies conducted by the 
city, making the case for building a walkable, bikeable 
accessible park-like open space on the site. Only a couple 
of letters are posted each month. The editor contacted me 
saying that the board really liked my letter and that it would 
be published in the September 2026 edition of the 
Rockridge News (rockridge.org). Hopefully, enough 
community members will agree and we can collectively 
advocate for this site and others like it to become 
something more meaningful for the community.
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From 1864 through 1946, the Oakland Paving Company and Bilger & Blake Company operated a quarry 

on McAdam Street in Oakland, California.

The quarry that defined the neighborhood now known as 'Rockridge' was the largest source of quartz 

diorite used to construct roads, highways, and buildings throughout the City of Oakland.

The former quarry parcel was later developed into a commercial district, and the intersection became 

Broadway and Pleasant Valley Avenue.

A planned three-phase redevelopment of the plaza began in 2015, with an expected completion date of 

2020. While Phases 1 and 2 were successfully completed, Phase 3 was stalled by the COVID-19 pandemic, 

leaving a six-acre greyfield surrounded by chain-link fencing and vulnerable to excessive urban heat, 

storm water runoff, and the loss of vegetation that had existed within the previous retail plaza.

This design will transform the site through climate-resilient strategies that address urban heat, storm water 

management, and ecological restoration while helping mitigate environmental challenges associated 

with Oakland’s extensive paved urban landscape.

PROJECT OVERVIEW

PROJECT STATEMENT
Transforming the Urban Landscape



PROJECT SITE
The Ridge Plaza Oakland, California
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The project site is a 6.75 acre greyfield located in the City of 
Oakland, California. 

It is part of a larger parcel that has been subdivided and is 
zoned for commercial use. 

The site is located at the intersection of, and is bounded by, 
Pleasant Valley Avenue on its southern edge and Broadway on 
its western edge. 

PROJECT SITE
6.75 Acre
Greyfield



LOCATION MAP
Geographic & Demographic Context: San Francisco Bay Area
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Oakland is located East of the San Francisco Bay in Alameda 
County. 

Of the 9 Bay Area Counties, Alameda ranks 5th in land area 
and 2nd in population density (behind San Francisco). 

Most of Alameda County’s population live in the City of 
Oakland.

The project site is
8 miles east of the 

City of San Francisco

Alameda County

7,878.4 
people/square mile

Oakland is
3.5x more densely

populated than 
Alameda County 

Overall



Spanish explorers, most notably the Fages 
Expedition of 1772, were the first Europeans to 
traverse the East Bay. This was followed by
 the de Anza Expedition in 1776, which further 
explored and documented the region. 

Spanish soldier Luis Maria Peralta 
was granted a large tract of land 
including what is present day 
Oakland, Alameda and Piedmont 
after Mexico gained its 
independence from Spain. Peralta 
used the land for cattle grazing and 
agricultural production that was 
characteristic of the Mexican 
California ranching economy of the 
early nineteenth century.   

1772 - 1800's
Spanish Influence 

SITE HISTORIC CONTEXT
The City of Oakland / Rockridge Historic Timeline
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1852
Oakland Incorporation  

The Huchiun (also referred to as Chochenyo speakers) 
occupied the lands stretching from the Berkeley/Oakland Hills 
to the San Francisco Bay. The Huchin utilized a deep, 
sophisticated knowledge of seasonal cycles to hunt, fish and 
gather native plants.

1821 - 1840'S
Mexican Ranchos



Following the Mexican Rancho era, Anglo-American 
settlers began conflicts with Indigenous Californians and 
the Mexican government of Alta California. Ultimately 
Mexico ceded its northern territories to the United States 
in 1848 under the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 
Four years later, in 1852, Anglo-American settlers 
incorporated the City of Oakland with 
a population of approximately seventy-five residents.
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Horatio P. Livermore purchased large portions of land through 
grants originally issued during the Spanish and Mexican 
periods. Previously Vicente Peralta managed a vast amount 
of the land covering over 600 acres, and including parts of 
Oakland' present day Rockridge neighborhood. The 
Livermore Family became one of the most prominent Bay 
Area families.

1860's
The Livermore Family

1911
Rock Ridge Established

1924
Rock Ridge

Historic Business District

1903
Claremont

Country Club



SITE HISTORIC CONTEXT
Site Historic Timeline
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1864 c.1920

1981

1962

Each of the following 
images represent 
development on the 
site between its early 
days as a quarry up 
to its present 
condition as a 
partially developed 
neighborhood 
shopping plaza.

Bilger Quarry Oakland, California, c. 1920's. Photograph courtesy 
of Bob DeMello

Early days of the Bilger Quarry Oakland, California.

After the quarry closed in 1946 the site remained undeveloped 
until the first shopping plaza was completed in 1967

Prior to recent redevelopment of the site, the quarry reservoir 
remained unfenced
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present day

Broadway Coronado Avenue

Pleasant Valley Avenue

The Ridge 
Plaza

Phase 1

The Ridge 
Plaza

Phase 2

Project Site

College Avenue

The site is part of a 
larger 15.67 acre 
parcel which includes 
The Ridge Plaza Phases 
1 & 2.  

The undeveloped 
portion of the plaza 
(the project site) is 
currently zoned for 
commercial use.  
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quarry reservoir

The Claremont Country Club



The most extensive open spaces in Oakland are Mountain View 
Cemetery and The Claremont Country Club. 

A local historic landmark in the Rockridge neighborhood, The
Claremont Country Club grounds cover approximately 120 acres 
featuring tennis courts, two outdoor swimming pools and an 18 
hole, par 68 golf course designed by Alister MacKenzie in 1929 as 
well as other amenities.

 In 1932, The Claremont Country Club, which lies just beyond the 
ridge to the north, purchased the rights to the Bilger Quarry 
reservoir, providing the private club with "an abundant low-cost 
source of water" to this day

Adjacent to the Claremont Country Club is another 
historic and cultural landmark; Mountain View 
Cemetery.  Spanning 226 acres this Fredrick Law 
Olmsted Sr. designed open space feature drought 
resistant plants and trees that Olmsted himself 
selected. With varying topography extending into 
the Oakland Hills, there are scenic views of San 
Francisco, Marin County, The Berkeley Hills and the 
San Francisco Bay. Many local residents can be 
found walking or jogging, picnicking, sketching and 
birding on the grounds of the cemetery.   

SITE COMMUNITY CONTEXT
The Claremont Country Club + Mountain View Cemetery
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SITE COMMUNITY CONTEXT
Site Adjacencies + Business Districts
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Independent, Assisted Light Support and  
Memory-related 24/7 Supervised Living for 
Seniors 62+

Merrill Gardens Mixed-Use Senior Living

Working-age & Young Professionals with 
and without pets. Average age 25 - 45

Slated for mixed-use residential 
commercial redevelopment

Located along Pleasant Valley Avenue 
opposite The Ridge Plaza Phases 1 and 2 
and the project site

The Ridge Plaza Phases 1 and 2 is 
anchored by a Safeway market, 
Starbucks Coffee and a Chase Bank 
Branch. There are also several fast-
casual restaurants and retail services

Baxter at the Ridge Mixed-Use Residential

Former California College of the Arts 
Campus

Additional Multi-unit Residential

The Ridge Plaza Phases 1 & 2

PROJECT SITEPROJECT SITE

Residential / Mixed-Use

Institutional

Commercial
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Oakland Technical High School Students, 
Faculty and Staff. With a Student Body of 1,815
large groups of students visit the plaza during 
lunch breaks and walk along the site 
perimeter during their morning commute, and 
to off-campus classes held on the former CCA 
campus.

Oakland Technical High School 

Beginning at the intersection of Broadway and 
Pleasant Valley Avenue, the Rockridge BID 
spans from Broadway to College Avenue and 
up to the City of Berkeley limit at Alcatraz 
Avenue. Lined with local businesses, and 
restaurants there is also an Oakland Public 
Library Branch, Market Hall gourmet foods and 
professional office building, the Rockridge 
BART light rail station and Claremont Middle 
School. 

The Temescal BID runs along Telegraph 
Avenue west of our project site. With access 
within a 1/2 mile walk, there is a Whole Foods 
Market and several fast-casual restaurants, 
retail services and locally owned shops and 
businesses.

Rockridge Business Improvement District / 
College Avenue

Temescal Business Improvement District / 
Telegraph Avenue
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PROJECT JUSTIFICATION
The City of Oakland General Plan Oakland Draft Land Use Framework

OAKLAND DRAFT LAND USE FRAMEWORK GOALS & 
OBJECTIVES

Central to the ODLUF objectives is a commitment to: 

provide underserved ‘flatlands’ neighborhoods with more 
equitable access to public open space by creating green 
spaces that are a 
10-minute walkable distance for nearby residents, 

provide more opportunities for social connection by 
creating safe community gathering spaces for residents, 
and 

to expand the urban tree canopy and urban greenways in 
an effort to reduce the urban heat island effect and 
enhance climate resiliency in the City of Oakland.

The Draft Land Use Framework provides direction for land 
use policies and practices in the city, however it is not 
considered an adoptable policy manual. The text of the 
framework describes it as a "bridge" to help guide the 
Land Use and Transportation Element and the Open 
Space, Conservation and Recreation Element updates to 
policies and practices governing the City of Oakland. 

The Oakland Draft Land Use Framework released in March of 
2026 as part of the City of Oakland’s General Plan laid out 
the City’s vision for the next 20 years.

 In summary the City of Oakland's vision is to:

1. Boost Climate Resilience

2. Increase Parkland to 4 acres per 1000 residents

3. Provide parks within ½ mile walk for all residents in the City

4. Create ‘Third Space’ Hubs with features that foster social 
connection

The goals and objectives of this project are aligned with those 
laid out by the Draft Land Use Framework.
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Increase Parkland Open Space

Boost Climate Resilience

Create 'Third Space' 
Hubs

1/2 Mile Walk to 
Parks
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PROJECT GOALS & OBJECTIVES
Boost Climate Resilience

Boost Climate Resilience

• Reduce non-permeable surfaces on the site
• Add green infrastructure and plant materials to help protect the site and 
 surrounding community from extreme weather events, specifically the urban heat 
 island effect and flooding
• Expand the tree canopy on both the site and significant adjacencies
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METHODOLOGY
Climate Resilience Infrastructure Applications

Materials will include 

permeable surfaces 

and paver pathways, 

biorentention 

infrastructure, planted 

bioswales along the 

path edges and 

regionally native plant 

and tree species

Acer macrophyllum

Sequoia sempervirens

Amsinckia grandiflora

Aesculus californica

Quercus agrifolia

Papaver heterophyllum

Arctostaphylos pallida 
(endemic)

Eriogonum luteolum var. 
caninum

Maximize water 

infiltration on the site by 

applying LID 

techniques:

• permeable surfaces

• tree canopy

• green infrastructure
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PROJECT GOALS & OBJECTIVES
Increased Parkland in Oakland

Increase Parkland Open Space in 
Oakland

• A step toward building 4 acres of parkland per 1,000 residents in the City of Oakland 

• A step toward  the ODLUF goal of creating a network of greenways throughout the city

• Use Urban Greening and tree canopies to support neighborhood health & investment
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METHODOLOGY
Urban 'Greening'

The Oakland Draft Land Use Framework provides a vision for transforming the City of Oakland streetscape over the next 20 years. 
The project site was identified as one with potential to be a new park in the city.

Project 

Site
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PROJECT GOALS & OBJECTIVES
Walkable Access to Nature

1/2 Mile Walk to 
Parks

• Provide residents in surrounding neighborhoods with a ½ mile walk (approximately 10 minutes) 

 to a park or public open space

• Make improvements to infrastructure surrounding and on the site that make it

 accessible to those who are mobility challenged or/and use mobility devices

• Add features that support activities for better health such as jogging and dog walking

 and spending time surrounded by nature

• Take one step toward creating open space in ‘flatlands’ neighborhoods that have historically 

 been underserved
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METHODOLOGY
Sustainable Planning + Design

Project Site
is 3 miles south of the 
UC Berkeley Campus

Project Site
is 3 miles north of

Lake Merritt and the Lake Merritt
and Downtown Oakland 

Business Districts

Sustainable Planning and Design 
applies behavioral mapping of 
“human-centric patterns"
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PROJECT GOALS & OBJECTIVES
Create A Community Hub

Create 'Third Space' 
Hubs

• Add features that encourage community gathering, foster social connection

 & better integrate with adjacencies, transit & existing bicycle lane networks

• Design to compliment Phases 1 & 2 of the plaza, completed in 2017

• Celebrate/Integrate the history of the site into its program 
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METHODOLOGY
Community Connection + Adjacency Integration

Open Space with Features 
that Improve Climate 

Resilience
&

Expand Urban 
Parkland Acreage

Educational 
& Community
Programming

Outdoor
Seating

Improved  
Access to and 

 from Adjacencies

Site 
History

Community 
Gathering

SpacesImproved 
Pedestrian & Bicycle 

Corridors

Transit Access

Dog-Friendly
On-Site

Amenities



THE CITY OF OAKLAND GENERAL PLAN
Research + Data Collection Methods
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City of Oakland Recreation Center Survey Locations 
July 2024 - August 2024

Surveys were distributed to all Recreation Centers 
identified on the map
• 22 Parks
• 3 Languages (English, Spanish, Mandarin)
• 13 Questions Related to:
1. Park Accessibility
2. Park Amenities and Usage
3. Community Perspectives on parks & visions for 
Oakland’s Parks

  Project Location 

  Parks Surveyed 

  Highest # of Parks Survey responses

EXISTING          OAKLAND RECREATION
CENTER PARK LOCATIONS



The City of Oakland Parks Survey
Findings + Recommendations
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In the future, respondents would like:

• safety

• accessibility,connectivity,walkability

• maintenance, services / programming

Benefits include:

• connection with 
others

• safety

• access to nature

• health / well-being

Over 1/2 of respondents 
visited parks at least 
once per week, with 
many visiting multiple 
times per week

Many respondents use a car to access their park. 
This may be due to distance, but also attributed to 
convenience when visiting with: 

• infants, toddlers and small children

• the elderly / mobility challenged

Respondent Demographics: 

Key Findings: 

Survey highlights:
• Need for more open spaces that are within a 

walkable/bikeable distance
• Need for better maintenance at existing parks
• Need for access to/maintenance of restrooms 

at existing parks
• Desire for programming such as trails and 

rollerskating at local 'flatlands' parks

Based on a survey distributed to directors and programmatic staff at 22 Recreation 
Centers in the City of Oakland between August 20, 2024 and September 20, 2024 the 
following information was gathered



DESIGN PRECEDENTS
Case Study 1: Dutch Kills Green, Queens New York
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Landscape Architect: WRT; Margie Ruddick Landscape

Completed in 2011, this 13-acre greenway at the foot of the Queensboro 
Bridge transformed eight city blocks of roadway into a safer, greener, and 
more accessible public space. The project demonstrates how investment 
in urban green infrastructure can improve environmental quality, public 
health, and community connectivity.

Key Design Features

Equitable Public Space: Improved pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure 
enhanced safety and expanded access to open space along Queens 
Boulevard.

Climate Resilience: New vegetation reduced noise levels, improved air 
quality, and helped mitigate urban heat island effects.

Community Benefits: The greenway supports recreation, active 
transportation, and social interaction while preserving historic milestones 
uncovered during construction.

Sustainable Infrastructure: Recycled construction materials, permeable 
paving, and storm water infiltration systems reduce environmental impacts 
and improve site performance.
Design Approach

Design Approach

The project transformed a vehicle-oriented corridor into a resilient urban 
landscape through green infrastructure, sustainable materials, and native, 
climate-adapted plantings. By prioritizing environmental quality and 
public access, it demonstrates how equitable investment in green space 
can enhance climate resilience and improve quality of life in dense urban 
neighborhoods.



DESIGN PRECEDENTS
Case Study 2: Monon Boulevard + Midtown Plaza Phases 1 + 2, Carmel Indiana
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Landscape Architect: Rundell Ernstberger Associates

Completed in 2019, the 7.4-acre Monon Boulevard transformed a former 
industrial corridor into a vibrant mixed-use district that combines climate-
responsive design, multi-modal transportation, and accessible public 
open space. The project demonstrates how strategic investment in green 
infrastructure can strengthen community connections while supporting 
environmental resilience and economic development.

Key Design Features

Green Infrastructure: Storm water management systems capture and 
infiltrate runoff, reducing flooding and improving water quality.

Expanded Tree Canopy: Extensive tree planting provides shade, reduces 
urban heat island effects, improves air quality, and supports long-term 
carbon sequestration.

Safe Multi-modal Connectivity: Complete street improvements enhance 
pedestrian and bicycle safety while linking Carmel’s Arts & Design District 
with the City Center.

Inclusive Public Spaces: Active and passive recreation areas create year-
round destinations that serve people of diverse ages, abilities, and 
backgrounds.

Economic Vitality: Public realm improvements support local businesses by 
increasing foot traffic, visitation, and commercial activity.

Design Approach

The project integrates green infrastructure, healthy soils, and extensive 
tree planting to reduce stormwater runoff, lower surface temperatures, 
and improve environmental performance. High-quality paving, lighting, 
furnishings, way-finding, and public art create a cohesive identity while 
ensuring the corridor functions as both a community gathering space and 
a resilient urban landscape. By expanding access to green space and 
active transportation options, Monon Boulevard demonstrates how public 
investment can advance climate resilience, community health, and 
economic opportunity.



DESIGN PRECEDENTS
Case Study 3: The Amazon HQ2 Metropolitan Park, Arlington Virginia
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Landscape Architect: Field Operations

Located in Arlington Virginia's National landing district HQ2 combines a 
corporate campus with a sustainable landscape design bringing work, 
community gathering and a resilient landscape design into focus. With 
the first phase of this corporate campus opening in 2023, the 9-acre 
campus consists of a metropolitan park, streetscapes, a linear park and 
rooftop landscapes.

Key Design Features

Native and Adaptive Planting:
Including a pollinator habitat to help support native ecology and an 
extensive tree canopy that helps create micro-climates and mitigate 
urban heat.  

Sustainability Features:
Stormwater management and water reuse by way of reclaimed rainwater 
and greywater systems, and HVAC condensate for landscape irrigation. 
Landscaped roofs top LEED certified office buildings on the campus

Multi-generational Flexible Spaces:
Flexible lawn space for community gathering, even accessible walking 
paths, children's play areas, dog runs and other recreational facilities.

Design Approach
Transforming a heavily built urban site into a connected, publicly 
accessible green landscape while combining ecological infrastructure 
with spaces serving different ages and activities



DESIGN PRECEDENTS
Case Study 4: Downtown Cary Park, Cary, North Carolina
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Landscape Architect: OJB Landscape Architecture / Machado Silvetti

Completed in 2023, the 7-acre Downtown Cary Park has helped to 
revitalize the area as both a regional destination and business hub. The 
parks series of outdoor rooms are connected by garden walks and 
pathways that lead to a children's play area, dog park, public art, 
gathering gardens, courts and an elevated skywalk

Key Design Features

Botanical and Native Planting Areas: Ecological landscapes prioritized 
and integrated into each program area

Multi-generational Programming: Extensive community engagement 
informed the Master Plan ensuring that all community members needs 
and desires for the park were integrated into the design.

Multi-generational Flexible Spaces: A Great Lawn and performance 
pavilion, botanical and native planting areas, interactive water features, 
contribute to the overall community feel of the park

Economic Vitality: Public realm improvements support local businesses by 
increasing foot traffic, visitation, and commercial activity.

Design Approach

Downtown Cary Park demonstrates how a relatively small urban site can 
support children, adults, seniors, events, recreation, ecological 
landscapes and passive gathering simultaneously -- while functioning as 
an economic and social anchor for the surrounding district



SITE ANALYSIS
Circulation
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PEDESTRIAN 
CIRCULATION

VEHICULAR 
CIRCULATION

MUNICIPAL BUS 
TRANSIT  ROUTES

TRANSIT STOP

BICYCLE 
CIRCULATION

heavy vehicular 
traffic into and 
around the site, with 
peaks during the 
morning and 
evening commute 
period

the surrounding 
neighborhood 
context and streets 
score high in 
walkability 

the site lies at a 
highly used 
municipal intercity 
and transbay bus 
transit route

dedicated bicycle 
lanes exist going 
into and around the 
site and are 
connected to an 
extensive city-wide 
bicycle lane 
network  



SITE ANALYSIS
Environmental Conditions
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the site receives full 
sun throughout the 
year

prevailing winds 
from the west and 
northwest impact 
the site

with an over 90% 
paved and/or 
impermeable 
surface, the site is 
highly susceptible 
to the urban heat 
island effect and 
storm water runoff

heavy vehicular 
traffic is the 
greatest contributor 
to noise around the 
site  

NOONNOON

6 PM6 PM9 AM9 AM

SUN

NOISE 

PREVAILING PREVAILING 
WINDSWINDS

URBAN HEAT / STORM 
WATER RUNOFF



SITE ANALYSIS 
Existing Topography + Edge Conditions
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SITE ANALYSIS
Topography, Park Equity and Access To Nature / Open Space
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Oakland Hills

Project Site

Oakland 'Flatlands'

College Avenue / Rockridge BID

Broadway

Many of Oakland’s residents, especially those living in what is locally known as ‘Flatlands’ neighborhoods have less parkland, 
open space and access to nature when compared to ‘Hills’ neighborhoods and other Cities in Alameda County. This difference 
has been well documented and the subject of over 30 years of research.
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CONSTRAINTS
Significant Challenges on the Site

3
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34
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Climate 
Resilience

Parkland & 
Open Space

Walkability 3rd Space Hub/
Community 
Connection

Relative to the 4 project goals and 
objectives

the most significant constraints on 
the site are:

• its highly paved surface

• lack of vegetation 

• and its busy noisy edges that 
impact safe access to the 
existing businesses and services 
on the parcel
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54321

Climate Resilience 
Challenges due to 
the site being 
covered in over 90% 
pavement

Lack of fertile 
permeable soil / 
habitable areas for 
wildlife 

Indirect circulation 
routes for adjacencies,
neighborhoods and 
nearby BID's 

Busy, noisy intersection 
/ limited traffic calming; 
No visibility triangle at 
key access points

Main transit stop is 
significantly distant 
from on-site 
amenities. Also 
impedes traffic
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OPPORTUNITIES 
A Blank Slate

3

3

3

2

5

1

3

5

4

5

The Oakland Draft Land Use 
Framework identified this site as one 
that could ideally be developed 
into a green open space to serve 
at least 5 adjacent neighborhoods. 

Due to the site's proximity to:

• Walkable residential 
neighborhoods within 1/2 mile

• Oakland’s transit network

• Oakland's bicycle network 

• Rockridge BID

• Temescal BID

all four goals mentioned could 
easily be attained.

Climate 
Resilience

Parkland & 
Open Space

Walkability 3rd Space Hub/
Community 
Connection
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1
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Creating an open 
space here would 
provide at least 5 
adjacent 
neighborhoods with a 
park within 1/2 mile

50-70% vegetation with 
a focus on native 
plants will improve 
climate resiliency and 
access to parkland

pedestrian scrambles 
contribute to safer 
walkable access 
reducing the need for 
access by car

protected bike 
access can 
contribute to safety 
and accessibility

Improved transit 
infrastructure can 
positively impact 
accessibility and 
create less 
dependence on 
vehicular access 
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DESIGN METAPHOR
An Inter-generational Community Hub
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"When applied to 
technology, a hub directs data 

and power along specific paths in
order to keep a system alive. Networks 

rely on nodes to prevent total 
system failure if one path breaks.

When applied to community, a local center 
or hub connects individuals and 

groups to resources.
Gathering places that serve as hubs let 

people share news which supports
 and strengthen community in 

real time."



DESIGN METAPHOR
Inspiration Images
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  The Amazon HQ2 Campus in Arlington transforms a heavily built 
urban site into a connected, publicly accessible green landscape 
while combining ecological infrastructure with spaces serving different 
ages and activities.

  Downtown Cary Park demonstrates how a relatively small urban 
site can support children, adults, seniors, events, recreation, ecological 
landscapes, and passive gathering simultaneously—while functioning 
as an economic and social anchor for the surrounding district.

Downtown Cary Park Cary, NC

Amazon HQ2 Campus Arlington, VA



METHODOLOGY  GUIDING PRINCIPLES

METHODOLOGIES CONSIDERED
Sources for Methodologies Applied
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Align Goals and Objectives with the City of Oakland Draft Land Use Framework incorporate the guiding principles in the ODLUF that define the vision of how the City of Oakland should 
grow over the next 20 years.

• design to demonstrate the land use strategy and urban form objectives outlined in the ODLUF

• incorporate the vision for parks, open space and environmental systems outlined in the ODLUF

• ensure that the design integrates the goals of economic development, culture, and community facilities

• ensure that the design aligns with Oakland’s Equitable Climate Action Plan

• ensure that the design addresses Oakland’s Environmental Justice objectives

Alter the abandoned urban landscape

• create a wildlife corridor, particularly for native birds, pollinators and species that are part of the natural ecosystems that exist in the region

• establish a native plant nursery facilitated as part of the OUSD student curriculum

• enhance the connections between the plaza and the adjacent neighborhoods as well as transit, local BID’s and privately held quarry reservoir

Enhancing biodiversity and habitat in the urban landscape

• applying the approaches used to achieve habitat connectivity through creating urban habitat patches that flora and fauna can travel through

• consider species persistence when choosing materials and methods to apply to the site design

• apply habitat restoration principles where possible

Applying human factors to site design

• applying behavioral mapping techniques to assess  the patterns of usage around the plaza

• assessing current safety and security measures; applying CPTED principles to enhance users experiences when visiting the site

• projecting for future use of the site based on changes in demographics, modes of travel and land use patterns

Reduce impervious surfaces on the site

• create/enhance landscape biodiversity diversity

• maximize water infiltration and eliminate runoff through techniques that allow water to slow, soak and spread into the soil and vegetation

• design the proposed promenade as a shared street minus the vehicular traffic

• design the edges as Eco-boulevards

• create a link in the urban greenway network to help maintain nutrients, resources and habitat flows through the city



CONCEPT EXPLORATION
3 Design Concepts: Process Diagrams
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Before reaching the final 
concept for the design, many 
iterations of these diagrams 
were completed. Shown is a 
sampling of that process
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CONCEPT EXPLORATION
3 Design Concepts

Connect ReflectExpand

With nature community, 
and businesses

The urban tree canopy 
and access to nature for 

people and wildlife 

On the site's history

Highlights the sites history and 
celebrates it through design 
features and historical education 
for the community. Apply a 
complimentary aesthetic from 
Phase 1 + 2 site amenities to the 
new design

Focus on creating habitat; the open 
space in the hills and the open 
space that the sf bay provides for 
wildlife. use the site as a step toward 
expanding that habitat by being a 
piece of a larger patchwork or 
network of parks and greenways

Bridging the site with the 
surrounding community. Linking 
provides visual, physical and 
visceral connection recognizes 
the separation of entities that 
have an impact on the 
surrounding community 
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CONCEPT DIAGRAM IN CONTEXT
Impact on Existing Conditions

• Reduction Vehicular Traffic

• Improved Pedestrian and Bicycle Access

• Improved Access by Public Transit

• Permeable, Flexible Space 

• Significant tree canopy

• Native plant species

• Stormwater Management On-Site

• Outdoor Seating for Fast-Casual Diners / Adjacent Residents

• Dog Friendly Areas

Program Area Size

California Native Gardens (habitat focus)
Native Plant Nursery/Greenhouse (5,000 ft. sq)
Pavilion w/Programming & Activities for Seniors (11,000 ft. sq)
Expanded Historic Signage
Educational programming (habitat & historical) (11,000 ft. sq)
Flexible Community Space - can be used as a performance space (35,000 ft. 

sq)
Outdoor Eating/Cafe Tables (8,000 ft. sq)
Promenade from Broadway to main plaza (26,000 ft. sq)
Improved pedestrian paths / bike lanes into plaza
Restroom (<500 ft. sq)
Dog-friendly spaces & paths  w/pet waste stations (5,000 ft. sq)
Improvements along the Broadway corridor intersecting streets and the plaza 

that define the connections to the park and plaza (2,500 ft. sq +)
All remaining space will be dedicated green space/planted areas



CONCEPT EXPLORATION
Concept Diagrams + Process Sketches
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Using Morpholio Trace and Adobe Illustrator an exploration of possible 

programming and design considerations including space allocation, tree 

canopy, walking, bicycle and transit access, and materials, and 

overall design concept.



CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT
Cohesive Design: Plaza Phases 1 + Phase 2 Considerations
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Phase 1 of The Ridge Plaza incorporates site amenities 
including historic signage, accessible pathways and 
updated site furnishings. There is also a slight view into 
the quarry reservoir that is now fenced off from general 
public access.

There are well maintained California Native Plantings 
and accessible pathways to the existing businesses on 
the site. 

There is direct access to the transit stop on Pleasant 
Valley Avenue.

The site design will incorporate furnishings and features 
that will compliment these existing conditions.  



CONCEPT PROGRAM
A Place For Connection to Nature, History + Community

Patricia Yusuf|Capstone Project  | UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture Program |  Meg Coffee / Jim Pickel | Summer  2026 Page 53 

Open Space with Features 
that Improve Climate 

Resilience
&

Expand Urban 
Parkland Acreage

2 acres

Improved  
Accessibility

Flexible plaza for 
community events

1/2 Acre

Site History

Kids Play

Traffic 
Calming 

Transit Plaza

dog walk
1 mile

3,800 sq. 

ft.

Outdoor Seating

Improved 

Pedestrian & 

Bicycle 

Corridors

5,000 
sf

Plant
 Nursery & 

Biorentention 
facilities
3,200 sq.ft.

Community 
Gathering

Spaces
1Acre



CONCEPT PLAN
Rockridge Park Promenade + Gardens
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CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT
Planting + Materials Palette

Acer macrophyllumCercis occidentalisPermeable Pavers + Modern Seating

Integrated Bench + Planter for Terrace 

Quartz Stone Boulders in Planted Areas + Bioswales

Wood Decking for Plaza Dining + Seating

Sequoia sempervirensPrunus ilicifolia

Amsinckia grandifloraSalvia spathacea

Aesculus californicaHeteromeles arbutifolia

Quercus agrifoliaEriogonum fasciculatum

Papaver heterophyllumMonardella villosa

Arctostaphylos pallida 
(endemic)

Asclepias californica Eriogonum luteolum var. 
caninum

Clinopodium douglasii



CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT
Planting Plan
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CONCEPT 
Site Overview: Section Elevation + Perspectives
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KEY MAP
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CONCEPT 
Site Overview: Section Elevation + Perspectives
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California Native Grassland Garden
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green 
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Orchard

Butterfly garden

Bioswale rain garden

Herb/sensory 
garden

perennial garden
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KEY MAPENLARGEMENT
Transit Bay + Transit Plaza + Promenade
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Feet
1' = 30" - 0"

60300 15

Program Elements

• One of 3 main access points
• Garden Nursery building and shop
• Covered bus and ride-share drop off area
• Flexible plaza space with vendor space
• Site history, park and garden walk meeting area

Transit Bay, Broadway

Transit Plaza



ENLARGEMENT
Oak Plaza + Native Sage Garden
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Oak Plaza / Sage Garden

PROPOSED MIXED-USE RESIDENTIAL
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Program Elements

• Traffic Calming / Signal Protected Bicycle Lane into park
• Bicycle lockers for commuters / transit users
• Native Sage garden and bench seating

Oak Plaza + Native Sage Garden
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KEY MAPENLARGEMENT
Redwood Grove + Micro Trail
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Feet
1" = 40' - 0 "

80400 20

Program Elements

• Urban forest micro trail
• Naturalistic children's play area
• Naturalistic bench seating
• On-leash dog walking with dog waste stations along trail

Urban Redwood Forest Trail

Redwood Grove + Micro Trail
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1" = 100' - 0"

2001000 50

California Native Grassland Garden

Lawn/ flexible
green 

California 
Native sage 
garden

Orchard

Butterfly garden

Bioswale rain garden

Herb/sensory 
garden

perennial garden

manzanita walk

KEY MAPENLARGEMENT
Park Promenade + Bioswale + Botanical Stroll
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PLEASANT VALLEY AVENUE
MULTI-UNIT RESIDENTIAL Feet

1" = 40' - 0"

80400 20

Program Elements

• Park Promenade linking all site program areas
• Separate bicycle and walking paths
• Park Green (northwest section) Botanic Stroll to (south section), Entry Plaza can 

be used as a meeting area for botanic stroll, park and garden volunteer led 
walks

Botanical Stroll / Orchard

Botanical Stroll / Herb Garden
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California Native Grassland Garden
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green 
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garden
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Bioswale rain garden
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manzanita walk

KEY MAP
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Cafe Seating + Flexible Plaza

ENLARGEMENT

Feet
1" = 30' - 0"

60300 15

Program Elements

• Cafe styled outdoor dining area
• Flexible Plaza Space with Shade Trees and bench seating
• Community Room / Terrace Garden with views into park and gardens

Flexible Plaza / Rooftop Garden

Rooftop Garden / Park Plaza Overlook

Pathway From Phase 1 + Flexible Plaza
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Rockridge Park Promenade

ILLUSTRATIVE PLAN



CONCLUSION
Effects of Proposed Site Improvements
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Transforming this six-acre greyfield into a public park offers an opportunity to reclaim an underutilized site as an connected, resilient 
and multi-generational community landscape.

Replacing extensive pavement with approximately 60% planting, 10% lawn 20% permeable pavement and 30% or greater Tree 
Canopy fundamentally changes the environmental performance of the site. Increased vegetation, shade, evapotranspiration and 
permeable surfaces can reduce heat gain, improve stormwater infiltration and create a cooler and more comfortable environment 
within a highly urbanized area.

Just as importantly, the park shifts the site away from an automobile-dominated condition toward a walkable, bikeable and transit-
connected public space. Level, accessible pathways and connections to the surrounding neighborhoods encourage walking and 
cycling while supporting people of differing ages and abilities.

The design preserves opportunities to interpret the site's quarry and 
development history while transforming its next chapter. Rather than relying 
on intensive programming, the park prioritizes everyday access to nature 
while providing flexible spaces for gatherings, exercise, live music, play and 
nature walks. 

Ultimately this Inter-generational Hub demonstrates how this site be more 
than just another urban strip plaza. It can be transformed into green 
infrastructure, a neighborhood connector and a shared community 
landscape -- bringing generations together while improving the 
environmental and social resilience of The City of Oakland.



Park 
PromenadeFlexible 

Lawn

Botanical 
Stroll + 

Orchard

Nursery 
Building

Transit 
Plaza

Flexible 
Plaza

Oak 
Plaza

Urban 
Forest



BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Patricia Yusuf|Capstone Project  | UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture Program |  Meg Coffee / Jim Pickel | Summer  2026 Page 67 

BOOKS + ACADEMIC RESOURCES

Desimini, Jill, Daniel D’Oca, and Julia Czerniak. From Fallow: 100 Ideas for Abandoned Urban Landscapes. First 
edition. ORO Editions, 2019.

Fullilove, Mindy Thompson. Urban Alchemy: Restoring Joy in America’s Sorted-out Cities. First edition. New Village 
Press, 2013.

Hilty, Jodi A. Corridor Ecology: Linking Landscapes for Biodiversity Conservation and Climate Adaptation. Second 
edition. Island Press, 2019.

Owens, Patsy Eubanks. Outdoor Environments for People: Considering Human Factors in Landscape Design.
Routledge, 2023.

University of Arkansas Community Design Center. Low Impact Development: A Design Manual for Urban Areas. 2010; 
University of Arkansas Press, 2010.

PLANNING + GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS

“Draft Land Use Framework.” Accessed June 12, 2026.
https://www.oaklandca.gov/Planning-B uilding/General-Plan-Neighborhood-Plans/City-of-Oakland-Cur rent-
General-Plan-Elements/Oakland-2045-General-Plan-Update/GPU-Draft-Land-Use-Framework.

Nelson, Andrew. “Meeting Today for Former CCA Campus at 5200 B roadway in Oakland.” 5200 B roadway. San 
Francisco YIMBY, March 22, 2023.
https://sfyimby.com/2023/03/meeting-today-for-former-cca-campus-at-5200-broadway-in-oakland.ht ml.

“Planning - Community Development Agency - Alameda County.” Accessed June 12, 2026. https://www.
acgov.org/cda/planning/ordinance/ordinance-links.htm.



BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Patricia Yusuf|Capstone Project  | UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture Program |  Meg Coffee / Jim Pickel | Summer  2026 Page 68 

“Property Search.” Accessed June 12, 2026. https://propinfo.acgov.org/.

“Property Search.” Accessed June 12, 2026. https://propinfo.acgov.org/mapviewer.

“Property Search.” Accessed June 12, 2026. https://propinfo.acgov.org/UseCodeList.

“Shops at The Ridge.” JRDV Urban International Architecture, n.d. Accessed June 12, 
2026. https://jrdv.com/the-ridge/.

WEB RESOURCES

“California College of the Arts (CCA).” Accessed June 12, 2026.
https://www.oaklandca.gov/Planning-B uilding/Major-Development-Projects/California-College-of-the- Arts-CCA.

“Claremont Country Club - Claremont Country Club.” Accessed July 15, 2026. https://claremontcountryclub.com/.

“Dutch Kills Green |Landscape Performance Series.” September 23, 2013.
https://www.landscapeperformance.org/case-study-briefs/dutch-kills-green.

Eberhardt, Ellen. “ZGF and James Corner Field Operations Complete Phase One of Amazon HQ2.” Dezeen, August 11, 
2023.
https://www.dezeen.com/2023/08/11/zgf-and-james-corner-field-operations-complete-phase-one-of-a mazon-hq2/.

Fellow, Howard Husock Senior, and Domestic Policy Studies Op-Ed |. National Review. “Can Kamala Harris Learn the 
Housing Lessons from Her Own History?” American Enterprise Institute - AEI, n.d. Accessed June 12, 2026.
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/can-kamala-harris-learn-the-housing-lessons-from-her-own-history/.

Fermoso, Jose. “Could Tearing up an Oakland Freeway Undo Decades of Racial Injustice?” The Oaklandside, April 10, 
2024.
https://oaklandside.org/2024/04/10/remove-oakland-freeway-i-980-racial-injustice-gentrification-com munity/.

Field Operations. “Field Operations.” Accessed September 30, 2026.
https://www.fieldoperations.net/project/amazon-hq2-campus-and-metropolitan-park.



BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Patricia Yusuf|Capstone Project  | UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture Program |  Meg Coffee / Jim Pickel | Summer  2026 Page 69 

Guthmann, Edward. “From Doing Civic Good to Drag Shows, This Spot Has Served North Oakland for 112 Years.” The 
Oaklandside, June 21, 2023.
https://oaklandside.org/2023/06/21/north-oakland-rockridge-improvement-club-bar/.

“Monon Boulevard and Midtown Plaza Phases 1and 2 |Landscape Performance Series.” January 2, 2024. https://www.
landscapeperformance.org/case-study-briefs/monon-boulevard.

“Nature Gardens Wins Award |Natural History Museum.” Accessed June 12, 2026. https://nhm.
org/stories/nature-gardens-wins-award.

Oakland Geology. “Archive for July 2020.” Accessed June 12, 2026. https://oaklandgeology.com/2020/07/.

Orenstein, Natalie. “Kamala Harris: A Child of Hippie B erkeley, B lue-Collar Oakland, or the American Middle Class?” 
The Oaklandside, August 27, 2024.
https://oaklandside.org/2024/08/27/kamala-harris-oakland-berkeley-east-bay-election-messaging/.

“Peralta Hacienda Http://Www.Peraltahacienda.Org.” Accessed June 12, 2026.
https://www.peraltahacienda.org/pages/main.php?pageid=69&pagecategory=3.

Phillips, Ryan. “Oakland North Presents: History of Rockridge.” Oakland North, May 15, 2012. https://
oaklandnorth.net/2012/05/15/oakland-north-presents-history-of-rockridge/.

Rhoades, Callie. “How Should Oakland Tend Its Urban Forest?” The Oaklandside, October 31, 2023. https://
oaklandside.org/2023/10/31/oakland-trees-urban-forest-plan-public-comment/.

“Rockridge Shopping Center Quarry.” Oakland Geology, March 10, 2008.
https://oaklandgeology.com/2008/03/10/rockridge-shopping-center-quarry/.

“State to Consider If Dismantling Interstate 980 Would Repair Damage to B lack Neighborhoods.” Accessed June 12, 
2026.
https://www.mercurynews.com/2023/02/28/would-dismantling-interstate-980-repair-damage-to-blac k-
neighborhoods/.

THE PLANNING HISTORY OF OAKLAND, CA. “EARLY HISTORY.” Accessed June 12, 2026. https://



BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Patricia Yusuf|Capstone Project  | UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture Program |  Meg Coffee / Jim Pickel | Summer  2026 Page 70 

oaklandplanninghistory.weebly.com/early-history.html.

“The Rise and Fall of Seventh Street in Oakland - FoundSF.” Accessed June 12, 2026. 
 https://www.foundsf.org/The_Rise_and_Fall_of_Seventh_Street_in_Oakland.

HISTORICAL SOURCES

Bull, William H. and Laymance Real Estate Co, eds. Rock Ridge Properties, Oakland, California. The Company, 
1910. https://digicoll.lib.berkeley.edu/record/59084.

DeMello, B ob. “Oakland History.” Facebook. Oakland History, March 27, 2021. https://www.
facebook.com/groups/OaklandHistory/posts/4483708128532477/.

Duhe, Phillip. “Oakland History.” Facebook. Oakland History, March 27, 2021. https://www.
facebook.com/groups/OaklandHistory/posts/3030825510487420/.

Francisco, Mailing Address: Golden Gate National Recreation Area 201Fort Mason San, and CA 94123 Phone: 415-561-
4700 United States Park Police Dispatch: Non-Emergency: 415-561-5505 Emergency: 415-561-5656 Contact Us. “The 
Spanish and Mexican Period, 1776 to 1846 - Golden Gate National Recreation Area (U.S. National Park Service).” 
Accessed June 12, 2026. https://www.nps.gov/goga/learn/historyculture/spanish-mexican-period.htm.

Hassan, Amna. “The Livermores: Rockridge’s Founding Family.” Oakland North, May 15, 2012. https://
oaklandnorth.net/2012/05/15/the-livermores-rockridges-founding-family/.

Hassan, Amna. “The Livermores: Rockridge’s Founding Family.” Oakland North, May 15, 2012. https://
oaklandnorth.net/2012/05/15/the-livermores-rockridges-founding-family/.

“Mountain View Cemetery |TCLF.” Accessed October 2, 2026. https://www.tclf.org/landscapes/mountain-view-cemetery.

Museum, Pittsburg Historical. “Spanish Explorers.” Pittsburg Historical Museum. Accessed June 12, 2026. https://



BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES

Patricia Yusuf|Capstone Project  | UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture Program |  Meg Coffee / Jim Pickel | Summer  2026 Page 71 

pittsburgmuseum.org/history/f/spanish-explorers.

“North America’s 1st Wildlife Refuge - Lake Merritt, Oakland, CA - The National Wildlife Federation B log.” Accessed 
June 12, 2026.

https://blog.nwf.org/2011/10/north-americas-1st-wildlife-refuge-lake-merritt-oakland-ca/.

“Oakland.” How the B ay Was B uilt, January 17, 2019. https://howthebaywasbuilt.com/oakland/.

Oakland Geology. n.d. https://oaklandgeology.com/2008/03/10/rockridge-shopping-center-quarry/.

“Oakland History |A 1923 B efore Picture of the B lake & B ilger Quarry in Oakland next to the Rockridge Shopping 
Center |Facebook.” Accessed June 12, 2026. https://www.facebook.com/groups/OaklandHistory/posts/
3058297471073557/.

Ortega-Welch, Marissa. “This Lake Is For The B irds: Stories From The Nation’s First Wildlife Refuge.” KALW. Accessed 
June 12, 2026.
https://www.kalw.org/show/crosscurrents/2020-03-17/this-lake-is-for-the-birds-stories-from-the-nation s-first-
wildlife-refuge.

“Pedro Fages and the Oakland Fan.” Oakland Geology, January 4, 2021.
https://oaklandgeology.com/2021/01/04/pedro-fages-and-the-oakland-fan/.

Rockridge Voice. “Whose Water Is It? Rockridge’s B ilger Quarry.” May 18, 2026. https://www.
rockridgevoice.com/bilger-quarry/.

Rust, Owen. “The Mexican War of Independence: How Mexico Freed Itself from Spain.” TheCollector, December 
9, 2022. https://www.thecollector.com/mexican-war-of-independence/.

Timeline |Legendary Locals of Oakland. n.d. Accessed June 12, 2026. https://legendarylocals.ouroakland.net/timeline/.

“Tracing the Juan B autista de Anza Trail Through Monterey County |See Monterey County, CA.” Accessed June 12, 2026.
https://www.seemonterey.com/blog/tracing-the-juan-bautista-de-anza-trail-through-monterey-county/.

“West Oakland: Mapped by Destruction.” Accessed June 12, 2026.



BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Patricia Yusuf|Capstone Project  | UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture Program |  Meg Coffee / Jim Pickel | Summer  2026 Page 72 

https://www.habitatebsv.org/blog/west-oakland-fair-housing-history.

Wikipedia. “Oakland firestorm of 1991.” April 11, 2026.
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Oakland_firestorm_of_1991&oldid=1348281657.

PRECEDENT PROJECTS

Architizer. “Downtown Cary Park by OJB Landscape Architecture, Machado Silvetti.” November 9, 2026. https://
architizer.com/projects/downtown-cary-park/.

“Dutch Kills Green |Landscape Performance Series.” September 23, 2013. https://www.landscapeperformance.org/
case-study-briefs/dutch-kills-gr een.

Landscape Architecture Platform |Landezine. “Amazon HQ2 Campus by Field Operations.” November 24, 2025.
https://landezine.com/amazon-hq2-campus-by-field-operations/.

“Monon B oulevard and Midtown Plaza Phases 1and 2 |Landscape Performance Series.” January 2, 2024.
https://www.landscapeperformance.org/case-study-briefs/monon-boule vard.

SITE RESEARCH IMAGES

Architizer. “Downtown Cary Park by OJB Landscape Architecture, Machado Silvetti.” November 9, 2026. https://
architizer.com/projects/downtown-cary-park/.

“B axter on B roadway - Oakland, CA Apartments |Realtor.Com®.” Accessed June 12, 2026. https://www.realtor.
com/rentals/details/4901-B roadway_Oakland_CA_94611_M14593-41906.

“B est Dog Parks in San Francisco B ay Area - Pet Adventures |Kinoko Real Estate.” Accessed June 12, 2026. https://
kinokorealestate.com/blog/best-dog-parks-in-san-francisco-bay-area.



BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Patricia Yusuf|Capstone Project  | UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture Program |  Meg Coffee / Jim Pickel | Summer  2026 Page 73 

Dog Waste Depot. “B est Locations for Dog Waste Stations.” Accessed September 30, 2026. https://
dogwastedepot.com/blog/best-locations-for-dog-waste-stations/.

Everything Medical Online. “The B est Mobility Aids for Outdoor Enthusiasts.” Accessed September 30, 2026. https://
everythingmedicalonline.com/blogs/news/the-best-mobility-aids-for-outdoor-enthusiasts.

“Home - Oakland Technical High School.” June 12, 2026. https://oaklandtech.ousd.org/.

“Home Page |Riverside County Office on Aging.” Accessed August 18, 2026. https://rcaging.org/.

Landscape Architecture Platform |Landezine. “Amazon HQ2 Campus by Field Operations.” November 24, 2025. https://
landezine.com/amazon-hq2-campus-by-field-operations/.

“Landscape Architecture Wood Decking for Public Plaza - Google Search.” Accessed August 20, 2026. https://www.
google.com/search?q=landscape+architecture+wood+decking+for+public+plaza&sca_esv 
=d32330bac7b5b78b&udm=2&biw=2110&bih=1190&sxsrf=APpeQnvqNl3puzxfhbl4RZ W5Tc5x5Mux6A%3 
A1787265499101&ei=24GHar7gB fODm9cPnemfkAg&ved=0ahUKEwj-ucXporCWAxXzweYEHZ 30B 4IQ4d UDCB 
E&uact=5&oq=landscape+architecture+wood+decking+for+public+plaza&gs_lp=Egtnd3Mtd2l6L WltZ yI0bGFuZ 
HNjYXB lIGFyY2hpdGVjdHVyZ SB 3b29kIGRlY2tpbmcgZ m9yIHB 1YmxpYyB wbGF6YUjhIV 
DyFliRH3ACeACQAQCYATegAfkB qgEB NbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCAKACAJgDAIgGAZ IHAKAHPLIHALgHAM 
IHAMgHAIAIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz-img#sv=CAMSURoyKhB lLXpyVVpVUDE1dFoyZ 
UFNMg56clVaVVAxNXRaMmVBTToOU0IwNkV6ekhIRFJUX00gB CoXCgFzEhB lLXpyVVpVUDE1dFoyZ 
UFNGAEwARgHINm09 9oHSggQARgB IAEoAQ.

Mark Thomas. “Downtown Novato Transit Hub in Novato, CA (Marin Transit).” Accessed July 16, 2026. https://
www.markthomas.com/projects/downtown-novato-transit-hub/.

“Monon B oulevard and Midtown Plaza Phases 1and 2 |Landscape Performance Series.” January 2, 2024. https://www.
landscapeperformance.org/case-study-briefs/monon-boulevard.

Nelson, Andrew. “Meeting Today for Former CCA Campus at 5200 B roadway in Oakland.” 5200 B roadway. San 
Francisco YIMBY, March 22, 2023.
https://sfyimby.com/2023/03/meeting-today-for-former-cca-campus-at-5200-broadway-in-oakland.ht ml.



BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Patricia Yusuf|Capstone Project  | UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture Program |  Meg Coffee / Jim Pickel | Summer  2026 Page 74 

“Permeable Pavers for Public Promenade - Google Search.” Accessed August 20, 2026.
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=d32330bac7b5b78b&sxsrf=APpeQntpB HZ W6NkxH_gl_adwC yZ 
JtlDpYw:1787264189592&udm=2&fbs=AB fTbFVyMZGZ f1hfvX9uKjN_-G8c4u0nXx4bEIpwm1lnNH832S MIiTl3t-
JZ4hGJOxPbHYSIu8Q64jU5EwQ-803VaKbd8XGNh2EAGT96nVa30badWXBZ xFXVGB d7-kEiIsZ Z
-f13DKB GPqd0eQ-0mnLlGB SOE4b1ma4glHCEeZ pPASvAOtQskzWf_0kuOYc3Tqw9B NyuNgOWXXC6C Pz3wWn-
wGR0Q2Zu2Q&q=permeable+pavers+for+public+promenade&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjlqY_5nb CWAxVAMjQIHXTvK _
sQtKgLegQIGhAB &biw=2110&bih=1190&dpr=1.65#sv=CAMSURoyKhB lLThycmJB a UVESXZ 
FclNNMg44cnJiQWlFREl2RXJTTToOWnRLTHExNnRtZ UFyTk0gB CoXCgFzEhB lLThycmJB aUVE SXZ 
FclNNGAEwARgHIK-EyK0NSggQARgB IAEoAQ.

“Photos of Merrill Gardens at Rockridge in Oakland, CA.” Accessed June 12, 2026.
https://www.merrillgardens.com/senior-living/ca/oakland/merrill-gardens-at-rockridge/photos.

Price, Shukella. “Student-Led Culture Change.” Edutopia. Accessed August 18, 2026. https://www.
edutopia.org/article/student-led-culture-change/.

Rypel, Andrew. Wetlands on the Edge - California Water Blog. September 3, 2023.

https://californiawaterblog.com/2023/09/03/wetlands-on-the-edge/.

SEGREGATION BY DESIGN. “Cypress Street Viaduct Collapse.” Accessed June 12, 2026. https://www.
segregationbydesign.com/oakland/cypress.

Supermarket News. “Inside Whole Foods’ Newest Northern California Store.” Accessed September 25, 2026. https://
www.supermarketnews.com/foodservice-retail/inside-whole-foods-newest-northern-california- store.

“The Design Process: Presidio Tunnel Tops.” CoDesign Collaborative, May 9, 2023. https://
codesigncollaborative.org/design-process-presidio-tunnel-tops/.

Yelp. “TOP 10 B EST Native Plant Nursery in San Diego, CA - Updated 2026.” Accessed June 12, 2026. https://
www.yelp.com/search?find_desc=Native+Plant+Nursery&find_loc=San+Diego%2C+CA.



BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Patricia Yusuf|Capstone Project  | UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture Program |  Meg Coffee / Jim Pickel | Summer  2026 Page 75 

HISTORICAL IMAGES

Bull, William H. and Laymance Real Estate Co, eds. Rock Ridge Properties, Oakland, California. The Company, 
1910. https://digicoll.lib.berkeley.edu/record/59084.

“Caroline S. Livermore.” YWCA Golden Gate Silicon Valley, n.d. Accessed June 12, 2026. https://
yourywca.org/honorees/caroline-s-livermore/.

“Claremont Country Club - Claremont Country Club.” Accessed June 12, 2026. https://claremontcountryclub.com/.

“Claremont Country Club - Claremont Country Club.” Accessed July 15, 2026. https://claremontcountryclub.com/.

DeMello, B ob. “Oakland History.” Facebook. Oakland History, March 27, 2021. https://www.
facebook.com/groups/OaklandHistory/posts/4483708128532477/.

Duhe, Phillip. “Oakland History.” Facebook. Oakland History, March 27, 2021. https://www.
facebook.com/groups/OaklandHistory/posts/3030825510487420/.

“File:Map of Rancho San Antonio.Jpg - Wikipedia.” January 7, 1932.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Rancho_San_Antonio.jpg.

“First Europeans (1542 to 1850).” Accessed June 12, 2026.
http://pmchiking.snowflaketrails.com/HTML/europeans.html.

“Four Plans That Shaped Downtown Oakland’s First 100 Years |SPUR.” February 3, 2015.
https://www.spur.org/publications/urbanist-article/2015-02-03/four-plans-shaped-downtown-oaklands -first-100-
years.

Guthmann, Edward. “From Doing Civic Good to Drag Shows, This Spot Has Served North Oakland for 112 Years.” The 
Oaklandside, June 21, 2023.https://oaklandside.org/2023/06/21/north-oakland-rockridge-improvement-club-bar/.

Hassan, Amna. “The Livermores: Rockridge’s Founding Family.” Oakland North, May 15, 2012. https://
oaklandnorth.net/2012/05/15/the-livermores-rockridges-founding-family/.



BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Patricia Yusuf|Capstone Project  | UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture Program |  Meg Coffee / Jim Pickel | Summer  2026 Page 76 

Herman, Tom. “Follow the Anza Expedition of 1775-1776.” ArcGIS StoryMaps, October 22, 2025. https://
storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/df12c1e6577944c382c12d2f626d679b.

“Mountain View Cemetery |TCLF.” Accessed October 2, 2026. https://www.tclf.org/landscapes/mountain-view-cemetery.

Museum, Pittsburg Historical. “Spanish Explorers.” Pittsburg Historical Museum. Accessed June 12, 2026. https://
pittsburgmuseum.org/history/f/spanish-explorers.

“Oakland.” How the Bay Was Built, January 17, 2019. https://howthebaywasbuilt.com/oakland/.

Oakland Geology. n.d. https://oaklandgeology.com/2008/03/10/rockridge-shopping-center-quarry/.

Ortega-Welch, Marissa. “This Lake Is For The B irds: Stories From The Nation’s First Wildlife Refuge.” KALW. Accessed 
June 12, 2026.
https://www.kalw.org/show/crosscurrents/2020-03-17/this-lake-is-for-the-birds-stories-from-the-nation s-first-
wildlife-refuge.

“Pedro Fages and the Oakland Fan.” Oakland Geology, January 4, 2021.
https://oaklandgeology.com/2021/01/04/pedro-fages-and-the-oakland-fan/.

Rockridge Voice. “Whose Water Is It? Rockridge’s B ilger Quarry.” May 18, 2026. https://www.
rockridgevoice.com/bilger-quarry/.

Rust, Owen. “The Mexican War of Independence: How Mexico Freed Itself from Spain.” TheCollector, December 
9, 2022. https://www.thecollector.com/mexican-war-of-independence/.

“Tracing the Juan B autista de Anza Trail Through Monterey County |See Monterey County, CA.” Accessed June 12, 2026.
https://www.seemonterey.com/blog/tracing-the-juan-bautista-de-anza-trail-through-monterey-count y/.

Ulinskas, Moriah. “Imagining a Past Future.” Places Journal, ahead of print, January 22, 2019. https://doi.
org/10.22269/190122.

What Is Alta California? – Californio Ancestry. n.d. Accessed June 12, 2026. https://
californioancestry.com/what-is-alta-california/.



BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Patricia Yusuf|Capstone Project  | UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture Program |  Meg Coffee / Jim Pickel | Summer  2026 Page 77 

Wong, Kathleen M. “Follow a Trail Through the Ancient Oaks on Russian Ridge in the Santa Cruz Mountains.” B ay 
Nature, November 9, 2015.
https://baynature.org/magazine/fall2015/a-midpeninsula-open-space-for-the-ages-among-the-ancien t-oaks-on-
russian-ridge/.

PLANT IMAGES

“Big Leaf Maple Photos.” Calscape, n.d. Accessed August 19, 2026.
https://calscape.org/plant/41/Acer-macrophyllum-(B ig-Leaf-Maple)/gallery.

“California B uckeye Photos.” Calscape, n.d. Accessed August 20, 2026.
https://calscape.org/plant/82/Aesculus-californica-(California-B uckeye)/gallery.

“California Milkweed Photos.” Calscape, n.d. Accessed August 20, 2026.
https://calscape.org/plant/426/Asclepias-californica-(California-Milkweed)/gallery.

“Coast Live Oak Photos.” Calscape, n.d. Accessed August 19, 2026.
https://calscape.org/plant/3133/Quercus-agrifolia-(Coast-Live-Oak)/gallery.

“Coast Live Oak Photos.” Calscape, n.d. Accessed August 20, 2026.
https://calscape.org/plant/3133/Quercus-agrifolia-(Coast-Live-Oak)/gallery.

“Coast Redwood Photos Page 4.” Calscape, n.d. Accessed August 20, 2026.
https://calscape.org/plant/3483/Sequoia-sempervirens-(Coast-Redwood)/gallery?gallery_page=4.

“Coyote Mint Photos.” Calscape, n.d. Accessed August 20, 2026.
https://calscape.org/plant/2581/Monardella-villosa-(Coyote-Mint)/gallery.

“Hollyleaf Cherry Photos.” Calscape, n.d. Accessed August 20, 2026.
https://calscape.org/plant/3080/Prunus-ilicifolia-(Hollyleaf-Cherry)/gallery.



Patricia Yusuf|Capstone Project  | UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture Program |  Meg Coffee / Jim Pickel | Summer  2026 Page 78 

Houzz. “10 Top Native Plants for Northern California Gardens.” Accessed June 12, 2026.
https://www.houzz.com/magazine/10-top-native-plants-for-northern-california-gardens-stsetivw-vs~4 9638337.

“Hummingbird Sage Photos.” Calscape, n.d. Accessed August 20, 2026.

“Join First California Oak Discovery Day at Hopland REC Oct. 11|Green B log.” Accessed June 12, 2026. https://ucanr.edu/
blog/green-blog/article/join-first-california-oak-discovery-day-hopland-rec-oct-11.

“Large-Flowered Fiddleneck Photos.” Calscape, n.d. Accessed August 20, 2026.
https://calscape.org/plant/65763/Amsinckia-grandiflora-(Large-flowered-Fiddleneck)/gallery.

Lucas Cometto |Wilderness Landscape Photography. “Guide to California Redwoods: Giant Trees and Old Growth 
Hikes.” Accessed June 12, 2026. https://www.lucascometto.com/cascadia-california.

Marc Adamus Photography. “The Sun Forest (2005) |Redwood National Park, California.” Accessed June 12, 2026. https://
www.marcadamus.com/photo/the-sun-forest/.

“Papaver Heterophyllum.” Accessed August 19, 2026. https://ebcnps.org/species/papaver-heterophyllum/.

“Pollinator Meadow |Natural History Museum.” Accessed July 16, 2026. https://nhm.org/pollinator-meadow.

“Tiburon B uckwheat.” Calscape, n.d. Accessed August 19, 2026.
https://calscape.org/plant/1522/Eriogonum-luteolum-var.-caninum-(Tiburon-B uckwheat).

“Toyon Photos.” Calscape, n.d. Accessed August 20, 2026.
https://calscape.org/plant/1865/Heteromeles-arbutifolia-(Toyon)/gallery.

“Western Sword Fern Photos.” Calscape, n.d. Accessed August 20, 2026.
https://calscape.org/plant/3032/Polystichum-munitum-(Western-Sword-Fern)/gallery.

Wikipedia. “Arctostaphylos pallida.” June 28, 2025.
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Arctostaphylos_pallida&oldid=1297706625.

“Windpoppy Photos - Calscape.” Accessed August 19, 2026.



BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Patricia Yusuf|Capstone Project  | UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture Program |  Meg Coffee / Jim Pickel | Summer  2026 Page 79 

https://calscape.org/plant/3623/Papaver-heterophyllum-(Windpoppy)/gallery.

“Yerba Buena Photos - Calscape.” Accessed August 20, 2026.
https://calscape.org/plant/3399/Clinopodium-douglasii-(Yerba-B uena)/gallery.

AI ASSISTED IMAGE ENHANCEMENTS

Site Concept Overview: Section Elevation + Perspectives. Design and base visualization created by Patricia Yusuf; AI  
  assisted image enhancement generated using ChatGPT, OpenAI, 2026

Transit Bay + Transit Plaza. Design and base visualization created by Patricia Yusuf; AI  
  assisted image enhancement generated using ChatGPT, OpenAI, 2026

Oak Plaza + Native Sage Garden. Design and base visualization created by Patricia Yusuf; AI  
  assisted image enhancement generated using ChatGPT, OpenAI, 2026

Redwood Grove + Micro Trail. Design and base visualization created by Patricia Yusuf; AI  
  assisted image enhancement generated using ChatGPT, OpenAI, 2026

Botanical Stroll and Bioswale Butterfly Garden. Design and base visualization created by Patricia Yusuf; AI  
  assisted image enhancement generated using ChatGPT, OpenAI, 2026

Orchard + Manzanita Walk + Perennial Garden. Design and base visualization created by Patricia Yusuf; AI  
  assisted image enhancement generated using ChatGPT, OpenAI, 2026

Cafe Seating + Flexible Plaza: Section Elevation. Design and base visualization created by Patricia Yusuf; AI  
  assisted image enhancement generated using ChatGPT, OpenAI, 2026

Pathway From Phase 1 + Flexible Plaza. Design and base visualization created by Patricia Yusuf; AI  
  assisted image enhancement generated using ChatGPT, OpenAI, 2026

Rooftop Garden / Park Plaza Overlook. Design and base visualization created by Patricia Yusuf; AI  
  assisted image enhancement generated using ChatGPT, OpenAI, 2026



BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Patricia Yusuf|Capstone Project  | UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture Program |  Meg Coffee / Jim Pickel | Summer  2026 Page 80 

Birdseye View. Design and base visualization created by Patricia Yusuf; AI  
  assisted image enhancement generated using ChatGPT, OpenAI, 2026

Rockridge Park Promenade Illustrative Plan.Design and base visualization created by Patricia Yusuf; AI  
  assisted image enhancement generated using ChatGPT, OpenAI, 2026


	PROJECT OVERVIEW
	PROJECT SITE
	The Ridge Plaza Oakland, California
	LOCATION MAP
	Geographic & Demographic Context: San Francisco Bay Area
	SITE HISTORIC CONTEXT
	The City of Oakland / Rockridge Historic Timeline
	SITE HISTORIC CONTEXT
	Site Historic Images
	SITE COMMUNITY CONTEXT
	SITE COMMUNITY CONTEXT 2
	The Claremont Country Club + Mountain View Cemetery
	The Claremont Country Club + Mountain View Cemetery 2
	SITE COMMUNITY CONTEXT
	Site Adjacencies + Business Districts
	PROJECT JUSTIFICATION
	Oakland Draft Land Use Framework
	PROJECT GOALS & OBJECTIVES
	Boost Climate Resilience
	METHODOLOGY
	Climate Resilent Infrastructure Applications
	PROJECT GOALS & OBJECTIVES
	Increased Parkland in Oakland
	METHODOLOGY
	Urban 'Greening'
	PROJECT GOALS & OBJECTIVES
	Walkable Access to Nature
	METHODOLOGY
	Sustainable Planning + Design
	PROJECT GOALS & OBJECTIVES
	Create A Community Hub
	METHODOLOGY
	Community Connection + Adjacency Integration
	THE CITY OF OAKLAND GENERAL PLAN
	THE CITY OF OAKLAND GENERAL PLAN 2
	Research + Data Collection Methods
	The City of Oakland Parks Survey
	Findings + Recommendations
	DESIGN PRECEDENTS
	Case Study 1: Dutch Kills Green, Queens New York
	DESIGN PRECEDENTS
	Case Study 2: Monon Boulevard + Midtown Plaza Phases 1 + 2, Carmel Indiana
	DESIGN PRECEDENTS
	Case Study 3: The Amazon HQ2 Metropolitan Park, Arlington Virginia
	DESIGN PRECEDENTS
	Case Study 4: Downtown Cary Park, Cary, North Carolina
	SITE ANALYSIS
	Circulation
	SITE ANALYSIS
	Environmental Conditions
	SITE ANALYSIS
	Existing Topography + Edge Conditions
	SITE ANALYSIS
	Topography, Park Equity and Access To Nature / Open Space
	Header Subtitle
	Significant Challenges on the Site
	A Blank Slate
	OPPORTUNITIES 2
	A Blank Slate
	DESIGN METAPHOR
	An Intergenerational Community Hub
	DESIGN METAPHOR
	Inspiration Images
	CONCEPT EXPLORATION
	3 Design Concepts: Process Diagrams
	CONCEPT EXPLORATION
	3 Design Concepts
	CONCEPT DIAGRAM IN CONTEXT
	Impact on Existing Conditions
	CONCEPT EXPLORATION
	Concept Diagrams + Sketches
	CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT
	Cohesive Design: Plaza Phases 1 + Phase 2 Considerations
	CONCEPT PROGRAM
	A Place For Connection to Nature, History + Community
	CONCEPT PLAN
	Rockridge Park Promenade + Gardens
	CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT
	Planting + Materials Palette
	CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT
	Planting Plan
	CONCEPT
	Site Overview: Section Elevation + Perspectives
	CONCEPT
	Site Overview: Section Elevation + Perspectives
	ENLARGEMENT
	Transit Bay + Transit Plaza + Promenade
	ENLARGEMENT
	Oak Plaza + Native Sage Garden
	ENLARGEMENT
	Redwood Grove + Micro Trail
	ENLARGEMENT
	Park Promenade + Bioswale + Botanical Stroll
	Cafe Seating + Flexible Plaza
	ENLARGEMENT
	Rockridge Park Promenade
	ILLUSTRATIVE PLAN
	CONCLUSION
	Effects of Proposed Site Improvements
	BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES

