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SITE + CONTEXT

At the intersection of Crenshaw and Obama Boulevards, this project proposes a neighborhood-scale ecological patch that restores
coastal sage scrub habitat and improves access to functional open space within a fragmented urban landscape. Through landscape

architecture, the design enhances biodiversity, supports community well-being, and cultivates a strong cultural sense of place.

Looking SE at existing conditions on the N side of Obama Blvd Looking SE at existing conditions on the S side of Obama Blvd
Tate Tilles-Perrine/Capstone Booklet 2026 4
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State: CA ® Project site
County/City: Los Angeles

Geographic Region: South Los Angeles

Adjacent neighborhoods: West Adams, Baldwin Hills and
Leimert Park

Acreage: ~9 acres

Intersection: Crenshaw and Obama Blvds

o SEL SRPR Along: Malcom X Route

Metro lines: E and K (Expo/Crenshaw stop)
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SITE + CONTEXT

[— PROJECT SITE
Site zoned as Community Commercial. “Community Commercial

areas are intended to encourage a mix of uses that

are compatible with the needs of local residents and

accommodate viable existing neighborhood businesses” (City of

Los Angeles Department of City Planning, 2021, p. 2.0-7).

Addresses: 3630/3642/3650/3656/3662/3668/3670/3680/368

Legend:

4/3690/3698 S Crenshaw Blvd, 3510 W Exposition Blvd, 3635 S festienta

Minimum
Low Il

Bronson Ave, 3500/3505 W Obama Blvd el

Zip Codes: 90016, 90018 o

N side of Obama parcel #s: 5044002901, 5044002903, -

5044002904, 5044002905, 5044002902 —t

S side of Obama parcel #s: 5033001035, 5033001034, =i - —z===lllls '/
5033001033, 5033001032, 5033001031, 5033001030, { LTS
5033001029, 5033001028, 5033001027, 5033001041, - MESESS=E
5033001039, 5033001039, 5033001023, 5033001041, B |
5033001021, 5033001020 S

Proximate zoning: site surrounded by Low Il residential zoning, Y]VESEMHTSB?nkfwijlllfmeert

reier

characterized primarily by single-family homes, many supporting Kiveme

Gy of Los Angelex Planning Deparanent » February 2019

mu Ihge ne raﬁona I ho use hOIdS From “West Adams-Leimert Park- Baldwin Hills Community Plan” by City of Los Angeles Planning Dept., 2016, www. planning.lacity.gov
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SITE + CONTEXT

PROJECT SITE
The community structure diagram for the West Adams-Baldwin f_

Hills-Leimert Park region details important adjacencies that impact

00 = OO g
the development and sustainability of the neighborhoods: i
o] = @ O
o Nearest freeway: I-10 (approx. 1 mile away) :
e Located between Downtown LA and Santa Monica Bay; “
# Wl ffesson Blvd @,‘

considered part of the westside of Los Angeles

e Central, desirable location in the South LA region

Legend:

e Close to major job centers (Downtown LA, Century City, LAX) NS e o

Neighborhood Districts

Transit-Oriented Areas Baldwin

e Near key destinations (Leimert Plaza Park, Fox Hills Mall, ©  MaeoseNodes Hils
o I Regional Center
Kenneth Hahn Park? EXpOSItlon Park) B Limited Industrial / Manufacturing bRRLa
Other
e Served by two light rail lines improving regional connectivity: 2 Polce Station/Substation ‘
owst) Fire Station
. . . ospital a - Ow.@ww.,\w !
the E Line runs east-west, while the K Line currently extends g s : — I
8% Community Landmark
south from the Crenshaw/Expo station, with plans for future @- e st
Lines tations
® Parks & Open Space

expansion northward.

W Flarence Ave @O

Prominent Topographical Features
Prominent Vistas & View Sheds
Freeways

=== Council District

- Community Plan Boundary

Figure 2-1
Community Structure
West Adams-Baldwin Hills-Leimert

A
s Plénniig Depirmi Not to Scale N

From “West Adams-Leimert Park- Baldwin Hills Community Plan” by City of Los Angeles Planning Dept., 2016, www. planning.lacity.gov
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s SITE + CONTEXT

|
Ite In“en“rv Project site Adjacent civic and commercial buildings
. : — o ) - ‘ Metro E Line Station
i AL L — @ MetroKline

@ BusStop

T L y ) - § 2 AR / 2
ey , g _,\ . )
i, ® :

() Elevator
@ Proximate Parking Lots
@® Short/Long-Term Bike Storage

: lﬁ Open green space

Metro E Line

Metro K Line

Primary vehicular
circulation
Secondary vehicular
circulation

Bicycle lane

Primary pedestrian

circulation
Secondary pedestrian

circulation
rom Google rt 026), Google. hps/7ea h VethL”ar access p0|nt

o

Climate: Mediterranean ° Pedestrian access point
@)
i

] | M | .

USDA Plant Hardiness Zone: 10b NTS

Sunset Climate Zone: 22

Locked gate/vehicular access
Existing infrastructure

Prevailing winds: from the Southwest (especially in spring and summer) LP Low point

Precipitation rate: annual average is ~14-15" HP  High point
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SITE + CONTEXT

Contours: every 3’

Project site

Sun’s Path

LA T

B

"'.C_rehsh‘awalvd

L=
L5

ro oogle Earth (2026), Goog'lé‘ hps: /‘ear googe.co B

e Stormwater generally drains toward the northern ends of both portions of the site, @

with relatively minimal grade change across the landscape. NTS
¢ Soils on the north side of Obama Boulevard are heavily compacted, likely as a result
of the area being used as a construction staging site during development of the

Metro K-Line.
Tate Tilles-Perrine/Capstone Booklet 2026 9



SITE + CONTEXT

From Google Earth (2026), Google. https:/earth.google.com NTS
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SITE + CONTEXT

From Google Earth (2026), Google. https:/earth.google.com NTS

'I'Il INFOEMATIDN
3) 878-2752

MICROFARM

A Crap Swap LA~ Prajec
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COMMUNITY + CULTURAL CONTEXT

Agency Data

County Supervisor for District: 2
County Supervisor for District 2:
Holly J. Mitchell

City Council District/Councilwoman:
10/Heather Hutt

10th District Southwest Contact:
Jonathan Mitchell

Neighborhood Councils: Empowerment

/A 3U!uum<punoﬁ‘“°“

Heather Hutt Jonathan Mitchell

Congress West Area Neighborhood Holly J. Mitchell
Development Council and United | est Adams Bl

bq herman Oaks \N““
Neighborhoods NC 5\’&@%‘6&&! ‘3 e

8 %\ i e CONGRESS "sr2y,

Community Plan Area: West Adams - e ' /sromen ot _sua S
o . & /
Baldwin Hills - Leimert i i owoos \_
everly Crast
. . . i \
Fire Authority: South Bureau, LAFD Fire i Y
ﬂ o>

ISy
W
&
o
N
5 lysian Vi
Station 34 s A wiene T}Q Wy et
]
. }o 0% Los Angeles Central 5 n
Watershed: Central Santa Monica Bay ~ § st \{er; HOOD pEVELOPMENS
g SO0 (5ot https:/neighborhoodempowerment.lacity.gov/ecwandc/
WaterShed 05: Venice AF!'_SSIBS All{;es\es
. < Del R
Plant Community: coastal sage scrub s m;;@\ O
W & Playa del Rey
%; Figurs 1-2 Los Angeles U N I T E D
City of Los Angeles e
Wer At Dt Lo = NEIGHBORHOODS
e f NEIGHBORHOOD
M COUNCIL

https:/www.facebook.com/UNNC.LA/
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. COMMUNITY + CULTURAL CONTEXT
M Project site

: |

*Neighborhoods chosen relative to 2016 West Adams-Baldwin Hills-Leimert Park Community Plan

West Adams
w e W et :  Total population: 18,351
\“\ : Median household income: $73,516
AN humang i @ ~ Total households: 7145
i S Vel =  Average people per household: 3
est Adams NTS Owner occupied homes: 34.9%

Largest workforce demographic: 63%
work for private companies
Average commute time: unknown

Baldwin Hills

Total population: 31,173

Median household income: $67,681
Total households: 12,906

Average people per household: 2
Owner occupied homes: 32.6%

: Largest workforce demographic: 63%
Baldwin Hills NTS  work for private companies

- Average commute time: 16 minutes

i Leimert Park
Total population: 11,531
Median household income: $62,533
Total households: 4797
:  Average people per household: 2
Owner occupied homes: 30.6%
Largest workforce demographic: 63%
@ work for private companies

¢ Average commute time: 11 minutes

Leimert Park NTS

https:/www.point2homes.com/US/Neighborhood/CA/Los-Angeles/West-Adams-Demographics.html
https:/www.point2homes.com/US/Neighborhood/CA/Los-Angeles/Baldwin-Hills-Crenshaw-Demographics.html#population
https:/www.point2homes.com/US/Neighborhood/CA/Los-Angeles/Leimert-Park-Demographics.html#employment

COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT —————

388 01,09

TOTAL POPULATION
West Adams, Leimert Park, & Baldwin Hills

AGE DISTRIBUTION

: i
16.3% 39 31.1%  25.2%

Under 18 18 to 24 25to 44 45 to 64 Over 65

RACIAL COMPOSITION
41.8% 16.4% 4.1% 0.9%
Black or Two or White Asian Native
African American  more races American

AVERAGE TRANSPORTATION METHOD —

I = IR

65.0% 11.6% 0.1% 09% 19.6%
Car Public Bicycle Walk Other
Transit

OpenAl. (2026, September 4). [Al-generated image]. ChatGPT

Tate Tilles-Perrine/Capstone Booklet 2026 13



COMMUNITY + CULTURAL CONTEXT

e With the initiative of CA State Senator Lola Smallwood-Cuevas,
Phase | of the Historic South LA Black Cultural District was
published to support the long-term economic stability of Black-
owned businesses, residents, and artists.

e South LA residents were inivted to share stories of resilience,
identity, and aspirations for the future.

e These conversations informed a collective vision of “Black
Permanence” for the Historic South LA BCD.

° In December Of 2025, The HiStOI’iC SOUth LA BCD deSi nation https:/sd28.senate.ca.gov/ https:://www.lacommons.org/historic-south la-black- cultural district
became finalized & CA State Senator for the 28th Art that celebrates black
' District Lola Smallwood-Cuevas cultural identities
v
® L T EQUITY Cellabevalion
PROJECT SITE ..
INCLUSION ~ LEGACY  CEUBRATION

w
. | O

— NTS

https:/www.lacommons.org/historic-south-la-black-cultural-district https:/www.lacommons.org/historic-south-la-black-cultural-district
“Entryways” of the Historic South LA Black Cultural District South LA community-identified values

Tate Tilles-Perrine/Capstone Booklet 2026 14



Prior to 1781

1781

Mid-Late 1800s

COMMUNITY + CULTURAL CONTEXT

Black History of South LA

1916-1970

|
Land and Labor

Acknowledgement

The community of south LA
acknowledges the oceupants
and stewards of the land

prior to colonization as the
Tongva, Kizh, and Chumash
peoples. They also want to
recognize the labor of enslaved
peoples upon which the nation
was built, as well as the continued
contribution of their survivors.
Additionally, they acknowledge
the labor, voluntary, involuntary,

Black Founders
of Los Angeles

Over half of the 44 original
settlers (Pobladores) who
founded Los Angeles had
African ancestry. Black
history is therefore
intertwined with the

city's erigins and
development from its

earliest days.

forced, trafficked or undocumented

of indigenous and immigrant
peoples.

S

Success of Early
Black American Settlers

Following U.S. control of
California, Black settlers
established businesses,
homesteads, and community
roots throughout the region.
Figures such as Biddy Mason
and John Ballard helped shape
early Los Angeles despite

widespread discrimination.

The Great Migration

Thousands of Black Americans
migrated to Los Angeles
seeking opportunity and refuge
from racial violence in the South.
Arriving from Texas, Louisiana,
Mississippi, and Alabama, they
established vibrant communities
throughout Central Avenue,
Watts, Leimert Park, Baldwin Hills,
West Adams, Inglewood, and
Compton, permanently shaping
the cultural landscape of

Los Angeles.

1950s-1970s

1950s-1980s
Fa

1980s-1990s

I
Development of Black
Political Power

Civil Rights victories and
community organizing
helped expand Black
political representation in
Los Angeles. Leaders such
as Charlotta Bass, Gilbert
W. Lindsay, and Tom
Bradley broke racial
barriers in government and
helped create pathways
toward greater political
influence, representation,
and opportunity.

https:/www.lacommons.org/historic-south-la-black-cultural-district

OpenAl. (2026, August 3). [Al-generated image]. ChatGPT

.
I

Schools as Places of
Belonging and Pride

Schools served as important
centers of community
identity, achievement, and
social connection. Institutions
such as Charles Drew
University (1966) and Los
Angeles Southwest College
{1967) expanded educational
opportunities and became
lasting symbols of community
investment and
empowerment.

_.

|
Rise of South LA’s
Sister Communities

As crime, disinvestment, and
housing pressures increased in
South Los Angeles, many Black
families relocated to communities
such as Atladena, Leimert Park
Palmdale, Lancaster, Moreno
Valley, and the Inland Empire.
These emerging "sister
communities” maintained
strong cultural and family ties
to South LA while creating new
centers of Black life throughout
Southern California.

*® & o o 0 8 @

Y 1925-1968

£\

Building Important
Institutions

In response to exclusion
from many public and private

institutions, Black Angelenos
created their own networks
of support. Organizations
such as Golden State Mutual
Life Insurance Company,
Broadway Federal Savings,
the Consolidated Board of
Realists, the Black Panther
Party Los Angeles
Headquarters, and other
institutions provided critical
resources, economic
opportunity, advocacy, and
cultural leadership.

Ve

2025

Recognition

South LA recognized as
The Historic South LA
Black Cultural District.

Tate Tilles-Perrine/Capstone Booklet 2026
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CA sgebrush
Artemisia californica

Photo by Neal Kramer

CA b sunflower

Encelia californica
Photo by Michael O'Brien

Toon
Heteromeles arbutifolia

Photo by Calscape

CA buckwheat
Eriogonum fasciculatum

Photo by John Doyen

White sage
Salvia apiana
Photo by John Doyen

Coast live oak
Quercus agrifolia

Photo by Zoya Akulova

Coyo’Ee bush
Baccharis pilularis

Photo by Calscape

Lemonade berry

Rhus integrafolia

Photo by Keir Morse

Western sycamore
Platanus racemosa

Photo by Neal Kramer

ECOLOGICAL CONTEXT

https:/www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/communities/coastal-sage-scrub

The project site lies within the Coastal Sage Scrub (CSS)
plant community, one of Southern California’s native
ecosystems.

CSS is adapted to a Mediterranean climate with cool, wet
winters (~12-25" annual rainfall) and hot, dry summers
(~80-90 degree days).

Frequent coastal fog and overcast mornings (“June
Gloom”) help moderate early summer temperatures
before clearing by midday.

The plant community occurs across a wide range of soil
types, contributing to its ecological diversity.

Many CSS plant species enter summer dormancy during
prolonged heat and dryness, conserving resources until

cooler conditions return.
Tate Tilles-Perrine/Capstone Booklet 2026 16



ECOLOGICAL CONTEXT

PROJECT SITE

g 9 -
R e I AT S S L A AN
L. 2" 4 o (L v "?903.5 o ;‘
] R s e | v g "9 ! v '."’\' ¥ --.o,:;
| ST s % AP S &\ v % 9¢. 95
- o oy \y 9 o 9099 0 0
187 % g oF Niw e '"" YolenWe Ve | % )
F T oot A Py TR B 5 MNP
$ - : :-o ? = L} ;9 9 ,'O = _"_._@.?"oﬁ_._: o 0. £
o o9 § : v 1
v 300 b Al N - ¥ |
P o Iy & TweS 'y i N
'%'920 ) L ; 3 9 N l-‘o 1 “. 'o GE‘F_ £ v R ] e
i v o CTENEGY y 9 . . - 0P h
Isa %) "ﬁﬁ'" : o T %% zgv’q $9'??o'\1 1% % i e '
= ¥ 4 ' L e . . . .
[ 5% S0 08 65 G Aoy 470" Red-Tailed Hawk Alligator Lizard Red-flanked Bluetail
j [#,0. Bopm i $08" 3,000 "% o Wove ¢ aigfocs. e 1 Buteo jamaicensis Elgaria multicarinata Tarsiger cyanurus
¥ f, > Pl kr "';- 4 v &g 8 Y Ret a0 "RARE | https:/www.inaturalist.org/taxa/5212-Bu-  https:/www.inaturalist.org/taxa/32055-EI- https:/www.inaturalist.org/tax-
'v,'_, f b A i % - ) ™ o‘.u,ﬂ"O %e? \F"vg A J v oo 4 teo-jamaicensis garia-multicarinata a/210941-Tarsiger-cyanurus
e i J/ < IR an " Kot o SWS a0t OWo 8 o
L - | el . ’
. (7 -
'y F) f-'l LY ( 4 _A#_\J £ 1 ’
N . J g
Ty, | i) ;
ol I oSBT VERMON
e -; / P . ] 4‘_‘ 3| g

https:/www.inaturalist.org/observations?nelat=34.02626674756896&nelng=-118.31185777483546&subview=map&swlat=34.0200
119697085&swling=-118.3522783230039

Through iNaturalist, within 4.5 square miles around project site:

. ' . . :
e 4388 Observations . T k- 2
e 825 Species Yellow Rumped Warbler Red Admiral Monarch
. Setophaga coronata Vanessa atalanta Danaus plexippus

L 1345 Idenhﬁers https:/www.inaturalist.org/tax- https:/www.inaturalist.org/tax- https:/www.inaturalist.org/tax-
[ 627 Observers a/145245-Setophaga-coronata a/49133-Vanessa-atalanta a/48662-Danaus-plexippus

. . . . = sy
This community science data demonstrates ongoing engagement N

with local wildlife despite fragmented habitat conditions
surrounding the project site.

It is unclear whether the data was collected primarily by local
residents or by individuals moving through the area. Regardless, the
observations demonstrate that wildlife species continue to inhabit
fragmented ecological conditions surrounding the site, suggesting

Western Spotted Orb Cedar ings Great Western Swallowtail

that expanded habitat could further support and strengthen local Weaver . Bombycilla cedrorum Heraclides rumiko
. . . NeOSCOHG oaxacensis https:/www.inaturalist.org/tax- https:/www.inaturalist.org/tax-
b | Od Iversi ty. https:/www.inaturalist.org/tax- a/7428-Bombycilla-cedrorum a/428606-Heraclides-rumiko

a/123713-Neoscona-oaxacensis
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ECOLOGICAL CONTEXT

|
A(Ijaeent Open Space Nearest C55 ecological habitat patches to sit

e Centering the project site, the nearest open park spaces that function as ecological habitat patches of comparable size and ecological
value are located approximately two miles to the west and three miles to the east.

¢ While several nearby parks provide pockets of native tree canopy, they remain fragmented and lack the size and connectivity needed
to support wildlife habitat at a meaningful ecological scale.

il
-

P ~N )
P - « /— Queen Anne Recreation Park o ®
2 /  5.2acres os
12% Native Tree Canopy - Angeles
4 & N A — PROJECT SITE
Y 4 P L \ :
Vineyard Recreation Center \

0.9 Acres
5.3% Native Tree Canopy o =
q : Y 4

Michelle and Barack Obgma Sports Complex —\

| |

a
Leslie N. Shaw Park
\ 0.6 acres
29 Acres 33% Native Tree Canopy

6.6% Native Tree Canopy

CuilveraC ity - ] b=l . x . .
Jim Gilliam Recreation Center | |11 Mile [2 Miles |3 Miles
] 17.6 Acres L
oF 11% Native Tree Canopy \ \ ] ' “I~__ Exposition Park Rose Garden
\ C\E e y— L\ y 4 R 10.4 acres
Kenneth ' Hahn State Recfieation Area~ d 4 < P , 10% Native Tree canopy
= ) 401 Acre_s_- b i - J \_NHMLA Nature Gardens
>§O/o Native Tree Canopy \ P — , 4 acres o
\ n | \ / / =i >70% Native Tree Canopy |
. MLK Jr. Park
. 1/ a . iy
\ Leimert Park Plazal g - 6.5 Acres =
8 1.1 Acres BIlee 11% Native Tree Canopy
5.7% Native Tree Canopy | _ = v 4
el i
- s - '
Vi, ) - oam ==
https:/data.lacounty.gov/datasets/4e6083c7960d4alcaedb57aa76473e4f_0/explore?location=34.021933%2C-118.340214%2C13 @

NTS
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Patch Dynamics

€ oisTurBANCES DRIVE
PATCH DYNAMICS

Disturbances in nature and from

€ o s marix

A patch is an area of similar habitat
that differs from its surrounding matrix.

people influence the formation

A matrix is the background land use

f patch d ics.
in which patches exist. SRR RIS

FIRE URBAN DEVELOPMENT

o EDGE VS. INTERIOR 0 SHAPE INFLUENCES HABITAT

Edges and interiors create habitat for
different species. More interior space
means more protected habitat and
greater biodiversity.

Rounder shapes allow Elongated shapes
more interior species

diversity.

allow more edge
type species.

EDGE
Moare light,
wind, and
variable

conditions

INTERIOR
More stable
conditions,

more protection

[ More interior space = more biodiversity

OpenAl. (2026, July 4). [Al-generated image]. ChatGPT

® =

ECOLOGICAL CONTEXT

O s parches,
BIG ROLE

Smaller patches serve fewer

€) sizx varTers

The bigger the patch,
the greater the biodiversity.

species and act like stepping
stones to the next habitat.

SMALL PATCH LARGE PATCH

@ &3

AW e h“‘sea

f”
&

Lower biodiversity Higher biodiversity

0 FRAGMENTATION CHANGES EVERYTHING

Over time, large patches break into smaller
ones. As edge increases and interior
decreases, biodiversity declines.

o BOUNDARIES GUIDE MOVEMENT

A straight boundary encourages movement
along an edge (corridor), while a more
convoluted edge encourages movement
across the boundary (between habitats).

CONVOLUTED EDGE LARGE, INTACT
(Cross the edge) PATCH

BEGINNING HIGHLY
FRAGMENTATION
o i

STRAIGHT EDGE
(Along the edge)

FRAGMENTED

DECREASING BIODIVERSITY

M
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SITE ANALYSIS

As urban populations continue to grow, cities expand through development patterns that fragment habitats and disrupt ecological
continuity. The United Nations projects that by 2050, 68% of the global population will live in urban areas, intensifying these trends. This
growth not only contributes to the decline of native and local wildlife, but also further distances people from everyday interactions with

the natural environment, and amongst themselves.

The project site presents a unique opportunity to strengthen ecological function within a highly urbanized and fragmented landscape.
Through the lens of patch dynamics ecology, the project establishes a diverse mosaic of habitat types, plant communities, and landforms
that support biodiversity and create conditions for wildlife to establish, move, and thrive. By developing a meaningful habitat patch within
South Los Angeles, the project reframes open space not simply as recreational land, but as functioning ecological infrastructure that can

support both wildlife and people.

Strengthening ecological function also creates opportunities to improve physical and mental well-being. Research shows that access
to nature can reduce stress, support physiological regulation, and provide restorative experiences. Yet these benefits remain unevenly
distributed. In South Los Angeles—particularly in neighborhoods such as West Adams, Baldwin Hills, and Leimert Park—this disparity

exists within a broader history of systemic disinvestment.

Scale in ecological investigations i é

individual forest patch 8 -

cluster of forest patches

greater patch mosiac
P

e r
© 2013 Encyclopastia Britannica, InG.
https:/www.britannica.com/science/patch-dynamics

Patches can vary in size, but function similarly

Example Ranges of Minimum Patch Area

Taxa Patch Area

* Plants 510> 250 ac

x Invertebrates 50sqftto>25ac
g Reptiles and Amphibians 3to>35ac

\ Grassland Birds 12to> 135 ac
»« Waterfowl >12ac

x Forest Birds 5t0>95ac
—4" Small Mammals 25t0>25ac
'q Large Mammals 40 ac to > 2 sq mi
R Large Predator Mammals 3.5 to > 850 sq mi

https:/npshistory.com/publications/proposed-parks/tx-castner-range-rp.pdf

The size of the patch will determine the users
Tate Tilles-Perrine/Capstone Booklet 2026 20



SITE ANALYSIS

Practices such as redlining contributed to long-term environmental inequities, including disparities in tree canopy and access to
environmental amenities. Research has found that historically redlined “D” neighborhoods have, on average, 21% less tree canopy than
“A’-graded neighborhoods, which also tend to have older, more uniformly distributed canopy and greater proximity to environmental
amenities. While the project site falls just outside historically “C"-graded areas, it exists within this broader landscape of inequities.

These historical patterns continue to shape access to open space today. According to a 2022 National Equity Atlas study,
“disproportionately high numbers of Black and Latinx residents in Los Angeles County live in lower-income, park-deficient
neighborhoods” (National Equity Atlas, 2024). The 2022 Park Needs Assessment identifies the project area as having a high park need. By
creating opportunities to encounter local ecology, the project expands access to open space while supporting both ecological and human
well-being.

However, ecological restoration and access to nature alone are not enough. An equitable approach to open space must also reflect and
support the cultural identities of the communities it serves. Cultural practices and relationships to land shape how people understand,
value, and engage with nature. Through intentional design and review of previously collected community input, the project seeks to
strengthen these relationships, fostering a sense of place in which ecological experience, cultural identity, and community belonging are
interconnected. PROJECT SITE —\
I — In 1939, The Home Owners’ Loan
D Corporation (HOLC) created redlining
maps to assess perceived lending risk
and guide investment decisions. Areas
graded as yellow or red were often home
to communities of color and subsequently
experienced decades of disinvestment and

limited access to functional open space.
- “Best”/HOLC Grade= A

- “Still Desirable”/HOLC Grade= B

- “Definitely Declining”/HOLC Grade= C

- “Hazardous”/HOLC Grade= D

https:/theasphaltisland.weebly.com/long-works/june-30-2020 v Tate T|”eS'Perr|ne/Capst0ne Booklet 2026 21




® Project site

e While rates of coronary heart disease and stroke are elevated near the
project site, particularly concerning are the high rates of asthma—especially

EAsthma-reIated

-r"Emergency Dept~--.~\_\

among individuals under the age of 17—as well as childhood obesity. Visits
e High population density and significant vehicular activity surrounding the site
may contribute to poor air quality and adverse respiratory health outcomes.
Although grocery stores are located within a 1/2-mile radius of the site,
these data indicate a need for greater access to recreational space. o
The project site is located within an area where residents experience s

elevated rates of mental health disturbances.
Access to parks and natural environments has been shown to reduce the

severity of symptoms associated with conditions such as ADHD, depression,

A,

WViait Rate in Population 17 and Under per
10,000 Residents (Age Adjusted)

Less than £5.10
| s510m8700

o

coEme

Metrs Rad Statns
Metrs Lines Stations
Metra Rsd ! Liner Stations
Planned Metro Rad Stations
Meirchek Stations
Metro Red / Liner Lines.
Planned Metro Rad Lines

Ratn Mot Calcuiated . Matrolick Lines
and OCD. s ) o
State Highways
A LB v 3
. 3 “Qesiary Jurisdictional Boundaries
Prevalence of = | ey 2 ooy e s
i i
Mental lliness |
'/0_,_'— . . z
v 23§ T AT
Percentage
.
of Childhood
o
Obesity
Pavific
CXevan
st
Legend Ty
Prevalence of Serious Emational Transportation Systems
Disturbance and Serious Mental
lliness by Service Planning Area ®  Metro Rall Stations Legend
D &% 1010.19% B Metro Liner Stations Percentage of Childhood - tion Systems
= : @ Metro Rail / Liner Stations Oy (20191 @  Metro Rall Stations
T 1012510 10,584 ©  Planned Metro Rail Stations =1 st ot Calcusted B kit e
(3 Metrolink Stations &= Lessthan 18.3% B Metro Rail [ Lner Staticns
| 10.58% 10 11.12% e g
o ™./ Metro Rail / Liner Lines &l s O Pianned Metio Rail Stations
T S 18.3% 10 24.0% £ Mesoliik St
Planned Metro Rail Lines ink Stalians
/ + Metrolink Lines s Metra Rail [ Lines Lines
N " Panned Metro Rail Lines
Jurisdictional Boundaries * s Freeways : : <.+ Metralink Lines
£~ community Plan Areas State Highrors T Freeways
i i {oondaie State Highways
5‘ Service Planning Areas * M. i
£ — Community Pian Areas
e
Habor City
?South Bay

All images:.I;llt'tpsﬂ:/)da..té—Iahub.opendata.arcgis.com/aatasets/a;‘?SOfbe111341f18ba4363c98b3e1bb/a[)out .

SITE ANALYSIS

Tate Tilles-Perrine/Capstone Booklet 2026 22



SITE ANALYSIS
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e Both the intersections of Crenshaw Blvd/Obama Blvd and Crenshaw Blvd/Exposition Blvd generate significant sound. The Metro E line
(above ground) is also a major contributor, as is the not distant 10 freeway.

e “Especially in America, rail lines, highways and airports often border neighborhoods that tend to be where the most underserved
communities live, Roscoe [Environmental Health Researcher] said, nodding to the racist history of redlining and highway placement
across many U.S. cities. ‘People who are already probably experiencing some social risk factors and stressors on their health are the
ones who are both experiencing the most noise pollution and most vulnerable to the negative health effects, she added” (Botel, 2024).

e High noise levels can negatively affect local wildlife by disrupting communication, interfering with foraging and prey detection, and
causing animals to avoid otherwise suitable habitat. These impacts can reduce habitat connectivity and limit the movement of species

across the landscape.
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SITE ANALYSIS

PNA City of Baldwin Hills-Leimert Park-Hyde Park

— PARBK NEED *Calculated using the following weighting: (20% x Park Acre Need) +
e The project site is within an area that has a high park need. i (20% x Distance to Parks) + (60% x Population Density)
e The study area provides only 0.7 park acres per 1,000 residents, @ wagms 8k 5D JECT SITE

significantly below the 1.6 park acres per 1,000 residents average
found in Los Angeles County’s high park need communities.

¢ The unequal distribution of parks and green space
disproportionately affects communities of color, which account
for 84% of the population living in areas prioritized for restoration
across Los Angeles County.

e Limited Connectivity Opportunity generally means that an area
currently has relatively low value for facilitating wildlife movement
between larger habitat cores.

e Enhancing functional open space on the project site could

Rancho Cienega Sports
aro Y
_7_7_7

W Jefferson Blvd

improve residential access to parks, as well as connectivity of CA |l : ' o ?vivemlon_ﬁl ¢
. . A ) Angeles Mesa
terrestrial habitat. : : Park
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ngh ™ \‘lll‘ile
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https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/Analysis/Connectivity https://lacountyparkneeds.org/wp-content/root/FinalReportAppendixA/StudyArea_083.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Metro Rail Weekday Ridership

FY 2023 (July 2022 - June 2023)
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Both images: https:/la.streetsblog.org/2024/08/14/a-peek-into-metro-rail-ridership-details-station-by-station

SITE ANALYSIS

Metro Rail Weekday Ridership

FY 2024 [July 2023 - June 2024)
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e Between July 2022 and June 2024, ridership at the Expo/Crenshaw E Line station steadily increased following the opening of the

Expo/Crenshaw K Line extension in October 2022. This trend is especially significant because the Expo/Crenshaw station is directly

adjacent to the project site, making the area highly accessible. Nearby transit stops, including Expo/Western (4 minutes), Farmdale (2

minutes) on the E Line, and Martin Luther King Jr. Station (1 minute) on the K Line, provide residents with quick access to the site.

e This accessibility is particularly important as the community continues to prioritize more sustainable forms of transportation and

reduce dependence on automobiles. The site’s close proximity to multiple transit stops also allows visitors to arrive safely and

conveniently without needing to navigate surrounding traffic by car.
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SITE ANALYSIS

Bicycle Safety

Less Level of Comfort More

el.ﬂ:i -5535‘...#

of crashes occurred in
neighborhoods with g - -
~65% POC. | a ed P

Pathway

Bicycle fatalities are

ily concentrated in i !
bR Crenshaw Bivd Project Objective ~ 1ae ON"
heighborhibots and'aionG ; . South L;_C\'s flr_st Black-owned _
high=tratfic arterials. A Class Il bike lane is ' Advance safer, protected full-service bike shop partners with
planned by 2032, connecting bicycle movement around South Central Power Up! to provide
to the existing lane on the project site. an e-bike lending library, expanding
42% of these neighborhoods Exposition Blvd. access to bicycle transit in South LA.

lack adequate access to safe,
protected bike lanes.

e The community plan for the neighborhoods around the project site values creating networks of multi-modal linkages as well as
fostering healthy communities, and promoting sustainable development. The advancement of safer bicycle lanes and protected
movement around the project site could enhance the physical and mental well-being of users of the space, and possibly reduce the

vehicular movement along the major intersections.

Two left images: https:/www.la-bike.org/_files/ugd/4c5d61_d5d196aalfe04529ad097e07047bf371.pdf
Far right image: https:/www.southcentralpowerup.com/
OpenAl. (2026, September 4). [Al-generated image]. ChatGPT
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SITE ANALYSIS

One way to enhance bicycle and pedestrian safety would be to develop complete streets.

Avenue Il (Secondary Hishway) “OBAMA BLVD.

Avenue | (Secondary Hishway) *CRENSHAW BLVD.

Roadway Width: 70 ft.

Right-of-Way Width: 100 ft.

Typical Number of Lanes: 1-2 lanes in each direction 3
Typical Sidewalk/Border Width: 15 ft.

Target Operating Speed: 35 mph

Current street measurements

—15— 70
|- 35 - ‘ 35

]

— I

S |
Potential complete street layout
Bicycle lane

Curbside parking lane Travel lane
Raised median

!
i ®+B

Sidewalk

| m@y 4§

10

Potential complete street section

Roadway Width: 56 f1.

Right-of-Way Width: 86 ft.

Typical Number of Lanes; 1-2 lanes in each direction *3
Typical Sidewalk/Border Width: 15 ft.

Target Operating Speed: 30 mph

Current street measurements

15 | 56 I 15—
| Fiis Fiiy

 —

=

Potential complete street layout

Raised median Peak period travel lane Bicycle lane

l Travel lane Sidewalk
by |
5 2- 11 10 10' 1 2- 5'
15 5% | 15'

| 86’ |

Potential complete street section

“Current street measurements” and “potential street layouts” from “Great Streets for Los Angeles”, by the City of Los Angeles, https:/planning.lacity.gov/
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Design Methodology

by
-

3

o

time

Figure 1 The process of habitat fragmentation, where “a large expanse of habitat is
transformed into a number of smaller patches of smaller total area, isolated from cach
other by a matrix of habitats unlike the original” (Wilcove et al, 1986). Black arcas
represent habitat and white areas represent matrix,

https: /cdland4 wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06 /forman-lecture.pdf

1. PATCH DYNAMICS THEORY

e Patch Dynamics is an ecological theory
that views landscapes as interconnected
mosaics of habitat patches that vary in
size, composition, and function.

e These patches are constantly shaped
by disturbance, succession, and species
movement, creating dynamic systems
that change over time rather than
remaining in equilibrium.

¢ Ahigh interior to edge ratio leads to
more protected habitat and greater

biodiversity.

Complele Streels

AB 1358, The Complete Streets
Act, requires the legislative
body of a city or county to
ensure that their transportation
plans meet the needs of all
users of the roadway, including
pedestrians, bicyclists, public
transit riders, motorists, peoples
of all ages and abilities,
particularly children, the elderly
and the disabled.

https:/planning.lacity.gov/odocument/78984e0b-a63d-4533-ba57-4f84b8fd7696/
West_Adams-Baldwin_Hills-Leimert_Community_Plan.pdf

2. COMPLETE STREET DESIGN

Complete Streets are designed to
improve accessibility, convenience,

and safety for all transportation users,
including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, and motorists.

By prioritizing people over vehicles and
safety over speed, Complete Streets
enhance the comfort of walkers, bikers
and skaters.

Bicycle lanes, raised medians, fewer
traffic lanes, and widened sidewalks can

create safer conditions for pedestrians.

DESIGN FRAMEWORK

https://carturesti.ro/carte/design-as-democracy-251044117

3. DESIGN AS DEMOCRACY: IN-

HOUSE AHA!

e Capstone time constraints limited direct
community engagement, requiring
alternative methods of understanding

community needs.

The designer takes responsibility for
deeply investigating the site, context,
and underlying design problem.

e Site engagement, existing community
input, and a “place narrative” reveal
insights and “A-ha” moments that can
later be brought back to the community
for reflection and refinement (de la Pefa
et al.,, 2017).

Tate Tilles-Perrine/Capstone Booklet 2026 29



DESIGN FRAMEWORK

CULTIVATE A
CULTURAL SENSE OF

CREATE A SAFE
FUNCTIONAL SPACE

GENERATE
ECOLOGICAL PATCH

DYNAMICS THAT ENHANCES PLACE

Create a patch with a high
interior to edge ratio to

enhance biodiversity.

Design a variable curvilinear g

edge that will encourage
wildlife to move across

edges and boundaries.

Establish a Certified Wildlife g ‘

Habitat with sources of:
water, food, cover, places
to raise young, sustainable

practices.

WELL-BEING

Build indoor/outdoor
community spaces that
include shade structures for

cooling.

Develop a Complete
Streetscape to invite people

to arrive at the site safely.

Create walking paths
and opportunities for

movement.

Incorporate the artwork of
local artisans into features

on the site.

Create a space for cultural
movement (i.e. dancing and

music).

Allow for improvisation by
integrating flexible space
for food, fashion vendors,
car shows and block parties
on a pop-up/temporary

basis.
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DESIGN FRAMEWORK

09,
@il
COMMUNITY/
RESIDENTS/CHURCH
CONGREGANTS

e Safe access

e Slowed traffic
e Wider sidewalks
METRO RIDERS ® o heingTpRcs WILDLIFE

e Movement
Connection to other Restored habitat

riders Food
Sense of place within Water

cultural surroundings

Shelte
of the E/K Line junction USERS Plaie:;c: raise young
AND THEIR

- NEEDS

Lad

COMMERCIAL m
USERS SENIORS

@
e Safe access to nature e Accessibility
and to local vendors e Mobility
e Movement and CHILDREN e Social engagement
shaded spaces

e Safe natural play
spaces

e Connection to
urban nature

OpenAl. (2026, September 4). [Al-generated image]. ChatGPT Tate Ti”eS-Perrine/Ca pstone BOOkIet 2026 31



OpenAl. (2026, September 3). [Al-generated image]. ChatGPT

SAFE ACCESS & Pedestrian Scramble (~9,000 sf)
FUNCTIONAL MOVEMENT Expanded Pedestrian Corridor (~15-18’)

e ADA Walking Paths (~5" wide)

A network of accessible spaces
Bicycle Lanes (~5')

that promote physical movement
and mental restoration through Shade Sails (~625 sf)

safe circulation and connected Wayfinding & Connectivity
transitions.

ECOLOGICAL e Certified Wildlife Habitat (~6 acres)
PATCH DYNAMICS e Bioretention Basin (~3/4 acre)

Develop interconnected habitat ~ ® Pollinator Corridor (~1 acre)
patches that strengthen o Wildlife Refuge Zone (~1/2 acre)
biodiversity and ecological e Riparian & Coastal Sage
function. Scrub Plant Communities

DESIGN FRAMEWORK

o CULTURE & COMMUNITY

Gathering creates cultural
connections, strengthens
the identity of the space,
and gives people a

sense of well-being.

N

CONNECTION

Safe, functional movement
provides people access to

urban nature, offers opportunities
for improved health, and
connects people to other users.

?

FOUNDATION

Healthy ecological systems
create the conditions

for all life to thrive.
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Take aways: LoOS Allgeles. CA

DESIGN FRAMEWORK

7

The park functions as a mosaic of interconnected habitat types, including
meadows, orchards, grasslands, and coastal sage scrub plant communities.

This diversity of ecological patches creates opportunities for wildlife to

lastatehistoricpark.org/art-in-the-park/

forage, seek shelter, and move throughout the site. Art at the park
Once a major rail yard serving waves of migration into Los Angeles, the
park is now directly connected to the Metro system through the nearby
Chinatown Station.

Public art throughout the park helps communicate the site’s cultural and
environmental history while strengthening its identity. ~ SSSEEEE. S
This precedent demonstrates how ecologically valuable habitat can
successfully coexist with public use. Its transit-oriented access, integration
of public art, and ecological programming inform my approach to designing a  “Siriockiand.com/ ' S weliIa.com/things-td—today-2-22020/

space that is accessible, educational, and culturally meaningful. Bioswale Adjacent to LA Metro

i

-----------------------

spurlock-land.com/projects/los-angeles-state-historic-park S ite P | an
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DESIGN FRAMEWORK

Take aways: Lﬂs AI‘

This 9-acre park transformed a former brownfield and municipal bus
yard into an ecological oasis.

Designed as both habitat and infrastructure, the park captures and
treats stormwater runoff from a 525-acre watershed connected to the

LA River.

https:/south-los-angeles-wetlands-park.wheree.com/#pho- https:/www.landscapeperformance.org/case-st
tos south-los-angeles-wetland-park

Native riparian and wetland plant communities stabilize soils, enhance ~ 1he site captures, treats, and stores thousands of gallons of

biodiversity, and create habitat for birds, pollinators, and other wildlife. W . wajter:in its dsig -
Interpretive signage and educational features encourage visitors to | | |
move throughtout the cirulating loop, and to engage with local ecology.
This precedent demonstrates how stormwater infrastructure can

function as both an ecological resource and an educational experience.

The integration of walking paths, native habitat, and interpretive

programming provides a model for making ecological processes visible

https:/www.landscapeperformance.org/case-study-briefs/

i 1 1 H i 1 south-los-angeles-wetland-park
while supporting biodiversity and community engagement. Interpretive signage and walking patghs engapge community.

S AL e s : R Py I L aa) W=

https:/www.landscapeperformance.org/case-study-briefs/south-los-angeles-wetland-park

Site plan
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DESIGN FRAMEWORK
Nature Gardens S
Take aways: E“pﬂSi‘ion Park, GA =S
e The 3.5-acre landscape surrounding the Natural History Museums of Los
Angeles County functions as both a living exhibit and a vital ecological core
within an urban context. Composed of over 70% native plant species, the
Nature Gardens qualifies as a Certified Wildlife Habitat.

e The site’s direct connection to the Metro E Line provides transit riders with

convenient access to an urban nature experience. . Si£é blan

e Ongoing care for the gardens is provided by a dedicated team of
horticulturists who balance ecological stewardship with public access.

e As awhole, the site demonstrates how a concentrated urban landscape
can operate as a resilient ecological habitat. It points to how dedicated
stewardship can generate an effective ecological space. It also grants transit

riders easy access to visiting urban wilderness in a heavily fragmented space.

$ide

https:/www.instagram.com/p/DcCRVtLyOAD/?st- https://w.instagrmcom/p/Dj nyB'I'I'no/?st-

The 1913 (left), Pollinator Meadow (middle), and the Pond (right) sections of the  «n-NTeamriwniq2va== kn=NTcAMTIWNIQ2YQ==
Urban wildlife in the Nature Gardens

Nature Gardens

https:/www.instagram.com/p/B8_zJB-
PAalS/?igsh=NTc4MTIWNjQ2YQ%3D%3D Qn1di/?igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ%3D%3D

https:/studio-mla.com/design/natural-history-museum-gardens/
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DESIGN FRAMEWORK

Q1: What are the biggest barriers you've seen when it comes to getting people interested in local

urban wildlife?

¢ One of the biggest challenges is people’s mindset. Many people believe Los Angeles is devoid of
nature, so building interest in urban wildlife takes time and patience. People often question what
they will experience in an urban wilderness space and why it is relevant to their daily lives.

e People have limited free time, so engagement efforts must consider- scheduling, childcare, family-
friendly activities, and multilingual materials. Building connections to urban nature requires
meeting people where they are and making these experiences accessible and relevant to them.

Q2: How can access to urban wildlife and green spaces contribute to a stronger sense of Community

B

https:/www.akronzoo.org/blog/celebrating-hispanic-voices-con-
servation

e When people are meaningfully invested in a project, they are more likely to connect with and e M.S. Ecology from UC Davis

identity?

support its outcome. During the planning process, it is important to ensure that community needs Senior Manager, Community

are prioritized, members’ voices are heard, and trusted community leaders are present to advocate Science at the Natural
for those most impacted by the project- this will foster a sense of ownership. History Museum of Los
Q3: How have you observed ways that engaging with urban wildlife improves people’s well-being? Angeles

¢ The mental and physical health benefits are clear. Families gathering, walking groups spending

Wildlife Biologist

time in natural spaces, and people using nature as a respite from urban life have all been observed. Environmental Justice

These connections to nature can reduce stress, lower cortisol levels, and strengthen people’s sense Advocate
of connection to their communities. Involving people in the stewardship and care of a space—such e Environmental Educator
as weeding or maintenance—can also support mobility while fostering pride and a deeper sense of  *Responses are paraphrased

responsibility for the land. from the interview
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DESIGN FRAMEWORK
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From Google Earth (2026), Google. https:/earth.google.com . .
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E** = % Shared
Pog;3s TV space between '§
s _B/Vd - buses and
= prae MEs s cyclists creates =
‘. potentlal safety
conﬂlcts

Acoustic
disturbance
from the Metro
E-Line constrains
the development

habitat

- ! a Wide
. o streets and
% § Eoad multiple travel |
=;'ﬁw‘1 lanes encourage &
STt T high traffic = &
e volumes and
% Speeds
e J
=, City codes
limit the use of
decorative pavers F
to create a

colorful pedestrian.

scramble
related

air pollution
creates unhealthy
conditions for

| : , sensitive
users 4‘ )
}‘4—-’\ . f Crenshaw

o g ¢ Corridor 4 i
SleGm w Specific Plan \
_ ; 4 restricts varieties

of street trees and
amenities ;-

S Electrical
¢ ! infrastructure
limits access
along southern z_
; edge of site £&*
From Google Earth 2026), Google. https://earth.google.com
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.of diverse wildlife W Licioric

‘ Back- & 3 Bl
' of-house L
commercial uses Lk... : ‘j"%
“and overflow parking 7 Prolonged @ - S
create an r
unattractive edge

condition that
limits visibility

DESIGN FRAMEWORK

i

A f
"".. f-,l

soil
compaction
limits plant

_establishment

and.growth

Fast
vehicular
circulation
enhances

&, collision risk

o forwildlife

residential
; edge limits
wa. Opportunities for
site entry and

aQC|rcuIa‘t|on

)

vacancy has s d___
led to invasive .!
weed establishment,™ ‘
requiring ongoing ™. -
stewardshlpand.: '
‘. maintenance ot
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Early Goncepts

4

THE JUNCTION

The Junction frames the site as a place of
connection: a literal meeting point of the
E and K Metro Lines and the Crenshaw-
Obama crossroads, and a metaphorical
meeting point of mobility, ecology,

and Black cultural history. Here, transit

riders, neighbors, visitors, and wildlife all

intersect within a shared urban landscape.

RESONANCE

Resonance describes the lasting impact

of the landscape beyond its physical
boundaries. Inspired by the strike of a
West African drum, the project acts as a
catalyst for movement, connection, and
exchange. Just as a drumbeat radiates
outward, drawing people together through
rhythm and celebration, the site generates
waves of ecological, social, and cultural

activity.

CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

— O

THE ENTRYWAY

Entryways within the Historic South LA
Black Cultural District invite people to
engage with stories of Black resilience,
creativity, and identity. Ecologically,
the site serves as a gateway for native
habitat, connecting residents, visitors,
and Metro riders to local nature and

community values.
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CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

Early Goncept Development

TH EJU NCTION
@
@ @ &
XD 5 e
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- [ streetScape
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CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

Early Goncept Development Gont'd

ENTRYWAYS

Noise screen

®e
Gl
B2 @
@ $$%

@®$

Bike lane ———
Flemei_'—.

spal!ce
|
Pedestrian
—e

scramble

Nature center
4 S
.—Mthmjrr\'—

Complete ~ —»

streetscape

Crandhew Blive
_ |_
|
\
=R
|
L
[
|

Existing

*T infrastructure

- 0—17 Existing

T T
greenery
| ~

."‘.‘I.
'\ﬂ:f&mt monuments

Compléte

streetscape

%snu

ature play

R
e

o—‘Polllnator corrldor

Existing infrastructure | @

3/16"=1

Early Concept Development
e Program arrangement

e Pedestrian circulation

e Local art placement

e Community gathering

e Shade opportunities

e Limited water retention

Evolving Considerations

e Optimal habitat patch location

e Minimizing disturbance to support biodiversity

e Balancing safe community gathering with wildlife refuge

e Complete streets to include widened sidewalks and
planted parkways

e Bioretention basin
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ENTRYWAYS

Entryways within the Historic South LA
Black Cultural District invite people to
engage with stories of Black resilience,
creativity, and identity. Ecologically, the
site serves as a gateway for native habitat,
connecting residents, visitors, and Metro
riders to local nature and community

values.

\'\
\ —
™ /_,/
i 3
/// \\
A N
vl Y

THE JUNCTION

The Junction frames the site as a place of
connection: a literal meeting point of the
E and K Metro Lines and the Crenshaw-
Obama crossroads, and a metaphorical
meeting point of mobility, ecology, and

Black cultural history. Here, transit riders,

neighbors, visitors, and wildlife all intersect

within a shared urban landscape.

CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

EMERGENCE

Emergence explores the moment a

seed awakens—first setting roots before
reaching toward the sun. Habitat forms
these roots, creating the conditions for
wildlife and ecological relationships to
develop. As nature thrives, it invites
curiosity, discovery, and human
connection. Through engagement with
local ecology, people also connect with

the stories and cultural identity of place.
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CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

E“tryways I Variations of orange are human-focused elements

I Variations of blue are habitat-focused elements

7y

et

- Noise scren - ; —
B|ke Iane ' . (
 Shaded fle ﬂeX|bIe i — Climbing rock
leder 5|dewalks \ =
|Pedestr|an

Bioswale

scramble

CfenshaWiBlvd

{ 0 75 150 30’@ —a
18 it 1

From Google Earth (2026), Google. https:/earth.google.com

Bus stop
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*Section is 60m wide
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CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT
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The flower artwork: https:/www.thedicksonstudio.com/blank-1
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*Section is 30m wide
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CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

T =

Community building

Vendor pop-ups

*_ Bike path
C1TE S

N0|se screen

hd |
Metro K-Llne &

Protected bike lane—
[ aglal LR o

Communlty building
a SVl Y

Pedestrlan
" scramble

-.ﬂ‘
= =

: "Crensha_\./vﬂBIvd'_'__'_'__.___'

8 . =S
75’ 150’ 300@
o e N

. Pathway
Bioswale Nature exploration
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ENTRYWAYS: Entryways serve as cultural
and ecological gateways, connecting
people to Black history, community
identity, and local nature within south LA.

PRO:

e Emphasizes the entryways to the site
as places where art and culture collide.

e Two buildings allow for a variety
of programs to be planning that
incorporate public exposure to ecology
and culture.

CON:

e Portions of the site are inaccessible to
the public.

e Nature play is between habitat limiting
effectiveness of patch dynamics.

JUNCTION: The Junction frames the

site as a meeting point where mobility,
ecology, Black cultural history, and
community intersect within a shared urban
landscape.

PRO:

e Intersection of art and culture is
experienced on both sides of Obama
Blvd.

e The ecological core of the project
can be circulated by pedestrians
completely.

CON:

e Nature play is nearest to a commercial
parking lot that would need to be
expanded for best use of the site.

[ Variations of blue are habitat-focused elements

CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

' Variations of orange are human-focused elements

S Ny = St L E B~ =T 1§
. - i1 Yy I
i =33 N0 1
] A |

EMERGENCE: Emergence transforms busy
urban edges into layered habitat where
ecology, culture, and human connection
grow together.

PRO:

e Provides people a chance to observe
urban wildlife, while also gives space
for wildlife to thrive.

e Large open flexible space for arts and
culture programming to emerge.

CON:

e Portions of the site are inaccessible to
the public.

Residential adjacency may limit active
nature play due to noise impacts.
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CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

Vision: Emergence

FROM URBAN EDGE TO NATURAL INTERIOR

As disturbance recedes, connections emerge.

® .
."s

L]

- >

P e 0 - CERTIFIED
-/ | 2\ . — 4 g WILDLIFE )
BUILDINGS : iy g B\ HABITAT

TRAFFIC

PAVEMENT [/

STRUCTURAL

Ecology and community grow together.

URBAN / DISTURBED EDGE «-----vvvvvvecrennns » EMERGENCE <«----- WA AR PROTECTED HABITAT INTERIOR
High impact Connections grow Low impact
Connections limited Potential realized Life thrives

OpenAl. (2026, August 31). [Al-generated image]. ChatGPT
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CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

Human and habitat Initial program Reorganizing N side Reorganizing S side

{_.\., N ~{ !

. }? 7 <%

[

\ l}‘ i [
L - \

Jy SN

Reworking Emergence included:

.E‘"‘%.}F ¢ Imagining where to incorporate human and habitat elements

together.
5 e Thinking more deeply about the placement, shape and size of
the habitat interior.
e Incorporating program elements on the N and S sides of
Obama Blvd.
o Working with Jim to rework the shape of the covered

swingset entrance.

—
Image credit: Jim Pickel
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CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

' Variations of orange are human-focused elements

I II. i.l n I I. = E p‘ I Variations of blue are habitat-focused elements

H . i, J _ . - = TR -l
wwgllllllkll ||$ / i - ‘ . X ' ,‘ / "

Sunken seating ara - /& R -

Bike lane ;!-'- o S TP Py L ' Core principles:

Metro are

Noise screen e Emergence is the process through which

1!
Access pomt ml |I

ecological systems and human connections
Shaded ﬂeX|bIe space grow together over time.
Shaded vendor zone &

Inspired by a seed breaking through its coat,
Entryway 141.[5;@ ° P Y ing through i

the design transforms the site’s busy urban

edges into a layered interior of habitat and

Pedestrian
scramble [ cultural experience.
Entryway - 5 ¢ As ecological patches mature, they create the

conditions for wildlife to establish, move, and
thrive.

e These same landscapes invite curiosity,

Z
)
—
c
=
D
j=2
o]
<

gathering, and storytelling, allowing
relationships between people, nature, and

culture to emerge organically.

ECrenshawiBlvd

Parking

Q
[}

l l‘. -r
i
.
i

From Google Earth (2026), Google. https:/earth.google.com
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CONCEPT DEVELO_PMENT |

w s —y ~ Curved seating

Pathway

*Section is 60m wide
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CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

Community building Tree grouping
| =E——)
e — . 'i /M'P__ e
e Entryway Q_____ﬁ__
= -'———;_--;:_p—-"'“‘—w-’_f if
gy .- } _ |
o I{ 5 | - | 1 G _J | =
'.Ii ! I o ) ‘dé"\ = __——I’ 2 e — ||
[}
I Ii . |I
i pre
\
| H i .
' }‘ & ,l' [ ‘ { II'
AN . A4 —
| & -.4-—;'_"“1%’—/ J.-; by = / h \
\ — J| | .
Archway entry .

A

*Section is 40m wide

Swings “But if you look at it really closely, | think, you

T= can see the importance of improvisational skill,

the importance of being able to do it, to create
a thing of beauty with exactitude and precision,

there on the spot’. Beauty is an ability to command

[
o recognition: | am present and compelling.”
_——-—'I—-—-n-»«_—-'-.
1 -Brenda Marie Osbey (Hood, Tada, 2020)
l 4 l - _ Ry |
=) t‘.
\'_
® CELEBRATION
. https:/www.tripadvisor.com/AttractionProduc-
‘ (Review-g32655.128042730-Crenshaw, £at. S googlecom Q)
. and_See_Food_and_Shopping_Tour_of_South_LA-
Shade Sall Los_Angeles_California.html e ¥

'l Noise screen
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FINAL DESIGN

- . — ~ — y

B e ":""-v“ ' Bench seating
Archway entr_y —t : Sculpture art
Bus pull-out Noise screen

Metro K-line 1 — .

Flex space ' —— !
Covered swingset ——— ;{ =
B v

Archway entry N _

Pedestrian scramble , T OR B ~ T
-ulﬂlllﬂﬂlllllli’ 2 ' e W i — Complete street

Tensile shade structure
Removable bollards

Public parking
Community building

Archway entry .
ADA walking path.

Pollinator corridor — Entryway

Bike median | e -' rEg o LR _____ Bioretention basin

Pathway fencing
[
Nature play

(RIS AL BT T TR, T ___ Certified wildlife habitat
Complete street —— EORCER & 8 (A

Wildlife refuge zone

Street parking ———

) £5 i .
Parking ST .L-ll
| IS

Y — il ks ‘ . ,-. ' PR (5 E .
_ e e LN i g LI L < . ) = ) - .
From Google Earth (2026), Google. https://earth.google.com . = ,-‘ y ] i - ~ the ) 150’ 300" @
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FINAL DESIGN

Tensile shade g
structure

~ structure

Sculpture

Flex space
(vendor

pop-ups)

% v )

'7.’ 'T.I':-"_ >
( Pk
N A '3:'.'- ..h_:,' T e

wdl a1
: https:/www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review- T : B ¥ P i . ! - %
https://parks.lacounty.gov/faith-and-hope-park/ 8293984-d15753095-Reviews-Vintage_Givon-Tel_ Tree souls, Alison Saar (1994). lalouver.com EE Ay ‘\et. i W=
Aviv_Tel_Aviv_District.html From Google Earth (2026) Google. https:/earth.google.com NTS O
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FINAL DESIGN
e %:r

Vendor
pop-ups

Flex space
i / Porch ‘

Covered

_ swingset M ||”u|!|
| | i-l\.f.| lllﬂk’!q\\'. iH; .||:.'i ‘ | =
Heritage il o ) https://es.;ﬁnterest.com/pin/4é8827195794075257/
tree
. Community
Habitat Sl Y ‘
building
planter
Archway =
entr Tl L
- Y . Community |
4 At 1
3 “building |

. 'Bike path
& 1-I .

OpenAl. (2026, September 10th). [Al-generated image]. ChatGPT

%;':;? ;5 "':
- —Complete __ -
street =

Metro area

Habitat planter Community building

Covered swingset s

F : :.:'
I‘ LA e ¢ ."q
A B '.—.. I

1 = 11 — r . * PR
1"=20' From Google Earth (2026), Google. https://earth.google.com NTS O
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FINAL DESIGN

Pedestrian
scramble

Archway " s

entry . Pollinator|

_ ) - N k i

|7 | Shade pecrfidod
@ canopy -

Interpretive
sign

CrenshawiBlvd

OpenAl. (2026, September 8). [Al-generated image]. ChatGPT

https://ww‘redd om/r/Urbanism/comments/1skcn
w8/i_redesigned_a_street_in_my_city_would_love_

https:/sk.pinterest.com/pin/121456521196548179/ L.
your/ tos/1468031261994367/ From Google Earth (2026) Google https Jearth, google com NTS O
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FINAL DESIGN

Ve
— Bench seating j
N

= X

L
WILDLIFE
HABITAT

_ 42” Fencing®
P’i‘ // i

=

%y

itat-certification

1

Observation bench
Native soil ; e,
Gl‘ave| bed 1"=40’ From Google Earth (2026) Google https:/earth.google.com - - NTS O
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FINAL DESIGN

Certified

_Observation space.  Wildlife
Habitat

! rpetlv'er',*
Isignage

--“f;

' 4,,_.Re5|dent|al “"’*'

htps://www Jaspilitas.com/nature-of california/com- hitps://baynature.org/magazine/spring2026/the-intell.  https:/cdlanddwordpress.com/wp-content/up- ' \ i | i,
munities/coastal-sage-scrub gence-of-bird-nests/ loads/2013/06/forman-lecture.pdf From Google Earth (2026) Google https //earth.google.com NTS
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FINAL DESIGN

https://‘\:;ww,pintere_com/pin/5066618331635253/ https://www.eorgefox.edu/academics/undergrad/ https://www.pinterest.com/pin/jzs151208081111125/ =
departments/engr/seniors/mecham.pdf From Google Earth (2026) Google. h&ps :/earth. google com | NTS
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FINAL DESIGN

|"

CrenshawiBlvd

Two-lane street

+parking  Widened Pollinator corrldor
sidewalk l

” { H b
42 fence 1"=20"  From Google Earth (2026) Google https: //earth google com NTS

I
Shaded nature play
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FINAL DESIGN

Planting Palette
. INTERIOR SPECIES: thrive in more protected conditions.

EDGE SPECIES: adapted to sun, wind and disturbance. \
Stabilize edges and provide early habitat and nectar supply.

White CA sagebrush CA bush sunflower 4 Western sycamore  Coast live oak
Salvia apiana Artemisia californica Encelia californica  ,© Heteromeles arbutifolia Platanus racemosa  Quercus agrifolia
Photo by John Doyen Photo by Neal Kramer Photo by Michael O’Brien i Photo by Calscape Photo by Neal Kramer Photo by Zoya Akulova

'

EXPOSED EDGE  «++-+++«+ -+« wurmulp  PROTECTED INTERIOR

St. Catherine’s lace

Eriogonum giganteum
Photo by Wynn Anderson

4

Common yarrow

Achillea millefolium
Photo by Dr. Mark S. Brunell

CA Fuchsia y Lemonade berry ¥
Eriogonum canum : Rhus integrafolia
Photo by George Jackson N Photo by Keir Morse -

CA buckwheat ! Coyofe bush
Eriogonum fasciculatum v Baccharis pilularis
: Photo by Calscape

Photo by John Doyen
COVER
Sheiter from

WD R RELATIORERIPS " HOST PLANT ‘ y NECTAR ‘ # POLLINATOR ‘ A‘ FooD
Nectar source Pollen + nectar Fruit, seed, or acorns
predators/weather

NESTING
Mesting habitat

Supports life cycle

OpenAl. (2026, August 16). [Al-generated image-background and icons only]. ChatGPT ;
Tate Tilles-Perrine/Capstone Booklet 2026 60



‘igure 13. Street Trees Palette

18 Fraeway.

30th 51

Adams
Blua.

PROJECT SITE

|b10 Fregway 10

30th St. to Coliseum St.

i St W
South of 39th St.

'

o o ricab
5 MLE Statian
i
&
— e
ot Lelmert Park

Station

Stocker St, to 48th St. |

48th St. to 5Tth St.

57th St. to 78th St.

——
0
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] @
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I e . -
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g7 12| S 8w o (80
<% as o] 2 = = EE—
el T w e w =W
i5 1ie =R c |12
o I35 ] 2 £S5 IENE 5
5219 § 5= | @ [E%
s> 82 - = 2 (g2
s2Iss ]| @ 35| 8 [5®
ol e € 21 9o
213 2 8| 3| 3
o = 2 o = =
= ] [s] S % ~
Tree Chart! £ ® (&) (73] < [75)
Camphor A
California Sycamore A
Catalina Ironwood U U U U u U U
Desert Museum Palo Verde D D
Tipuana Tipu A
Chinese Pistache D* D* D*
Pink Trumpet Tree By B

A = Accent Tree (to be placed in open spaces and plazas and in the right of way, as space permits)

D = District Tree (D* indicates new proposed district trees as of January 2017)

U = Unifying Corridor Tree

1. Alternate tree species may be identified as part of ongoing, Council Office-facilitated planning and
public outreach associated with the Prop 1C Infill Infrastructure project and other concurrent projects.
https:/planning.lacity.gov/odocument/ae10d6a0-d3d1-4292-966b-5d2ab9d7a41c/Crenshaw%20Streetscape%20Plan%20-%20Tree%20Selection.pdf

FINAL DESIGN

Catalina ironwood
Lyonothamnus floribundus ssp.

aspleniifolius
https:/selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail /832

Tipu tree
Tipuana tipu

https:/selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail /1419

Pink trumpet tree
Handroanthus heptaphyllus

https:/selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail /1373
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FINAL DESIGN

'(&95"”5“84 Dishine

Materials gradually shift from harder materials such as tinted
concrete and concrete pavers on the N side of Obama Blvd,
to more natural materials such as resin-bound aggregate
pathways, wood, boulders and mulch on the S side of Obama

Blvd.

s:HWWW.'garde”-eco/
" ¥ ~ - g

+ Q

¥, =3

one Booklet 2026 62
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FINAL DESIGN

Archway entry
Bus puII-om?c
Metro K-line

Flex space
Covered swingset

Bench seating
Sculpture art

Noise screen

Tensile shade structure
Removable bollards
Public parking
Community building

Archway entry

Pedestrian scramble
Complete street

Archway entry .
ADA walking patﬂ, :

Pollinator corridor Entryway

Bike media Bioretention basin

Pathway fencin
Bike Ian"e‘ Y g

Nature play

,:‘ Certified wildlife habitat
Complete street

Wildlife refuge zone

CrenéhaW Blvd

75 150’ 300 @
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FINAL DESIGN

GENERATE
ECOLOGICAL PATCH

CREATE A SAFE : CULTIVATE A
FUNCTIONAL SPACE ﬁ\&,‘ CULTURAL SENSE OF
THAT ENHANCES /N PLACE
WELL-BEING ( \

DYNAMICS

""’1/2 MILE Walking paths ' :'I'.\

i created | Public art pieces
6.25 ACRES ~ ™tel habitat patch LT . 1TMAJOR +3 (sculpture + archways
created + 1.600"  Wider sidewalks and | :
’ sk by local artists)
ree lined parkways
Healthy Safe,
; i i Covered communit
- Certified wildlife habitat Parking spaces + N etecaihla . Y
3.5 ACRES habitat supports “‘1/ 2 ACRE transformed two street e 8 swings for connection
comfortable, lanes to parking lanes : MLQ and talk story
resilient connection,
i ildi Flexible space f
~1 ACRE Bioretention basin spaces for 6,000 SF Community building expression, ~1/2 ACRE Ttl I SPRCGIOE
people and + porch and ! | cuitural programming
wildlife. eugag m -
Reduced lanes on - ' Entryways transition
~1.5 ACRES Pollinator corridor 3 - 2 LANES Crenshaw and Obama MULTIPLE from urban into cultural

{each direction) | ‘ and natural spaces

; _ FLEXIBLE Spaces support
Pr d bicycl | ’
“'0.25 ACRE Wildlife refuge zone ""1/2 MILE Ia::::;ded 4 _ SHADED performance and

cultural expression

10,000 SF  Pedestrian scramble ~3,000 SF Nature play for

children

OpenAl. (2026, September 9th). [Al-generated image-background and icons only]. ChatGPT
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OpenAl. (2026, September 9th). [Al-generated image]. ChatGPT

FINAL DESIGN

GENERATE

The design generates ecological patch dynamics, using
a high interior-to-edge ratio to create a gradient of habitat
where biodiversity can emerge.

CREATE

Ample space for movement, safer and slower streets, and
accessible connections create a functional landscape where
well-being, comfort, and connection can emerge.

CULTIVATE

Community art, flexible gathering spaces, nature play, and
the mirrored swingset cultivate opportunities for cultural
expression, shared experience, and a stronger sense of place
to emerge.

EMERGENCE

Together, these strategies invite an emergent experience,
as people move from the site's urban edges into increasingly
immersive natural and cultural spaces.
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