“A spot whose attractions, both natural and artificial, it would be difficult to exaggerate... The BaIdWi n Estate (“Quee N An ne Cottage”)

The scene is one of fairy-like loveliness; not only the little bijou residence and its surroundings, but the entire

estate, with its groves and vineyards, its golden fruit and waving harvests, its shaded drives and vistas Los Angeles County
of mountain peak and valley, carrying the beholder into an ideal region, calm and peaceful as the fabled Among the abundance of natural beauty in the Los Angeles County Arboretum and In eighteenth-century England, the landscape tradition turned toward the picturesque.
realm of Rasselas s where soft vernal airs induce forgetfulness of the din and tur- moil, the crowded Botanic Garden rise two architectural landmarks of the late nineteenth century: Designers such as Lancelot “Capability” Brown, Humphry Repton and Charles Hamilton
streets and selfish intensity, of city life." the Queen Anne Cottage andthe Coach Barnof Elias Jackson “Lucky” Baldwin. advocated rolling lawns, serpentine lakes, and artfully irregular groves that appeared
Historian Hubert Howe Bancroft, about the Baldwin estate at Rancho Santa Anita, 1892 Yet long before Baldwin's estate took shape, thisland had been cultivated or natural but were meticulously planned. Baldwin's winding paths and open lawns framed
thousands of years by the Tongva and Kizh peoples, whose agricultural and spiritual by massive tree plantings clearly echo this tradition. The comparison even extends
practices remind us that cultural landscapes in California have far deeper roots than internationally: in the Russian estate of lvan Turgenev at Spasskoye-Lutovinovo, curving
the Victorian era. paths created theatrical encounters with nature, much like the romantic promenades
of Baldwin's grounds.
The historic core of the Arboretum today encompasses about 127 acres in the
LO;?,\?R?E é_AIEEWISNEC\gNEé Lﬁ&ggﬂ;ﬁfﬁg? UESIUM San Gabriel Valley. In t he mid-nineteenth century it formed part of Rancho Santa Anita, Crossing the Atlantic, these traditions were adapted to American ideals. Thomas
The Los Angeles State and County Arboretum is a sanctuary of open space, originally a 13,000 -acre Mexican land grant. First developed by Hugo Reid, a Scottish Jefferson's Monticello epitomized the Enlightenment fusion of agriculture, botany, and
__ adepository for plants representing the past, present, and future; a historical site rich in California history; immigrant, the rancho was later purchased by Harris Newmark, a Jewish merchant and architectural refinement. By mid-century, Andrew Jackson Downing—in his influential
and a bird sanctuary. An important feature of the Los Angeles State and County Arboretum is the introduction of plants from all over .. . . . . .
the world that are horticulturally suitable and desirable to Southern California, thereby helping Los Angeles become one of civic leader in Los Angeles. In 1875 Newmark sold the property — by then reduced Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Landscape Gardenlng (1841)—popularized the
the most plant conscious and beautiful cities in the world. to 8,000 acres — to Lucky Baldwin, who would become both the founder of Arcadia and “picturesque cottage” and the integration of irregular gardens with asymmetrical houses.
. the creator of one of California's most distinctivecountry estates. His writings directly shaped the suburban estates of the northeastern United States. At the
; L’:r‘:i'::t';’;i;e’;‘:i’ming _ same time, Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux transformed the picturesque
s Education Bullding: At the center of Baldwin's domain were two structures erected in 1885.The Queen Anne tradition into a democratic vision | n Central Park (1857), adapting elite aesthetics to the
Herbarium ; Cottage standsas the architectural jewel: a lakeside retreat distinguished by wooden scale of the modern metropolis.
Hea ornament, stained glass, broad verandas, and an octagonal tower. Though attributed
4 Peacock Pavillion: to architect Albert A. Bennett, the design is less a conventional residence than a fanciful By the 1880s, wealthy entrepreneurs and landowners in the American West appropriated
g?fftfe;hf,',‘” AUSTRALIAN garden pavilion, a wooden belvedere meant to be admired as much as inhabited. these precedents to demonstrate refinement and cultural authority. The Baldwin estate
Arboretum F°‘_‘"da“°" Office | P Its compact rooms — a bedroom, library, music room, parlor, and bath—Ilacked kitchens illustrates this Californian reinterpretation. Its rolling lawns, ornamental lakes, imported
:’ 2::‘;3 ::’:ﬁ";:;:gg: A R » or servant quarters, underscoring its function as a guesthouse rather than a home. plant species, and exuberant architecture fused European models with local climate
¥ Bresnicpses: : Paired with it is the Coach Barn, an equally ornate but utilitarian structure that housed and regional ambition. Like Versailles, it displayed wealth and spectacle; like Monticello,
g:?:?\ii(c:la'fsg'::l?:l?su: y “ horses and carriages. Both buildings, painted in striking red-and-white, were integrated into it merged utility with beauty; like the English estates, it cultivated scenic variety and
Begonia and Shadeplant Greenhouse a a designed landscape of lakes, winding paths, and specimen plantings, forming a cultural contemplative walks.
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landscape that embodied the aspirations of California's Gilded Age.
Three symbolic dimensions emerge clearly:

11 Herb Garden 1 To understand Baldwin's estate, itis essential to place | t within broader historical 1.Demonstration of Wealth. Baldwin's estate functioned less as a ranch than as a

12 Waterfall precedents. The very idea of the country villa has deep European roots. performance of prosperity, turning arid land into a luxuriant display of horticulture and design.
13 Aquatic Garden EoeTy KFEIGAE In Renaissance ltaly, the villa combined architecture, gardens, and waterworks into

e c seeTen a setting for leisure and cultivation, as seen in the Villa d'Este at Tivoli with its fountains 2.Technological Modernity. Artificial lakes, advanced woodworking, and imported flora

15 Hoat Deck and terraces. The Moorish gardens of Spain, particularly the Alhambra's Court embodied innovation and global exchange.

16 Coach Barn of the Lions, had earlier exemplified the use of water, shade, and intricate ornament

o el R R G to create earthly paradises in arid climates—an idea that resonates with Baldwin's ~artificial 3.Regional Adaptation. Unlike East Coast estates, Baldwin's grounds were tailored to

19 Historical Orchard lakes and exotic plantings in Southern California. the Mediterranean climate of Southern California, anticipating the region's later identity

20 Indian Wickiups
2} Hugo Reid Adobe
22 Santa Anita Depot

as a horticultural paradise.

Thus, the Baldwin estate should be seen not merely as a picturesque Victorian folly but as
a cultural dialogue across centuries and continents. Rooted in Moorish gardens,
Renaissance villas, and English landscapes, reshaped by American republican ideals,
and finally transplanted to the West, it epitomizes the transatlantic and transcultural journey
of landscape architecture. Baldwin's “Boulder Villa” is at once a relic of California's
Gilded Age and a living anthology of historical precedents, where architecture and
landscape merge into a stage for memory, leisure, and cultural identity.
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Enlargement and details

The octagonal fountain before the Queen Anne Co

the long tradition of geometric water features in historic gardens.

Its form echoes Moorish courtyards, where polygonal basins
symbolized paradise and provided cooling, reflective surfaces,

as well as Renaissance villas in Italy, where fountains served as focal
points for symmetry and order. In the American context of the late
nineteenth century,such a design represented both refinement and

the adaptation of European garden ideals to the Californian landscape.

The intricate wooden paneling with
red-painted accents reflects the Victorian = =
Stick-Eastlake style, which celebrated
craftsmanship through exposed structural
elements and bold orname i

Baldwin Lake

-

L
The Queen Anne Cottage, accented with trimmed hedges
marble floors, reflects the fusion of architecture and lands;
that has roots in Renaissance villa design, where orderly;
greenery and durable stone surfaces framed entrances
with elegance.

-

Queen Anne
Cottage

The shaded bench set within a frame of ferns and ivy recalls - *
the picturesque traditions of eighteenth- and nineteenth-cent
English landscape gardens, where secluded seating invited
contemplation and framed views of nature. Such shaded retre
also echo Islamic and Moorish gardens, where alcoves and:
resting places were integral to the experience of coolness ant
Introspection within paradise-like settings. In the American coi
this feature reflects the romantic ideal of nature as a place fo
personal reflection, adapted into estate landscapes.
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The monumental stone urn recalls

the classical garden traditions of ancient
Rome and the Italian Renaissance,
where large vases were used to mark
entrances, frame vistas, and display
ornamental plantings.
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Resources:

-United States Department of the Interior Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

- Baldwin's Belvedere: The Queen Anne Cottage at the L.A. Arboretum
https://www.pbssocal.org/history-society/baldwins-belvedere-the-queen-anne-cottage-at-the-l-a-arboretum

- #250: Queen Anne Cottage & Coach Barn (Arcadia)

https://etandoesla.com/250-queen-anne-cottage-coach-barn-arboretum/

o

The old stone-edged boat dock reflects the tradition of European estate g
provided access to lakes for leisure and scenic enjoyment. At the Baldwin estate, it adapts this precedent
to the Californian landscape, turning the lake into both a functional and picturesque feature framed by palms.

(An old black-and-white photograph shows a wooden structure where there used to be a boat dock,
photo by https://etandoesla.com/ ).
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ardens, where small landings

all color unsigned photos taken by the author of the project in August 2025

architecture. Its polychrome decoration and
ornamental detailing echo the Victorian
fascination with Gothic Revival craftsmanship,

3 SR X
The raised wooden porch with brick
foundation reflects the American adaptation

of European veranda traditions,where elevated
platforms provided ventilation, shade, and

a transition between house and garden.

- The small garden statue of a child carrying
fruit reflects the European tradition of

pastoral and allegorical sculpture, common

in Baroque and Rococo gardens where figures

3

The broad veranda overlooking the lake recalls the Renaissance villa loggia and the English
picturesque tradition, where architecture was designed to frame views of gardens and water. Its
decorative wooden trim belongs to the Victorian Stick-Eastlake style, which emphasized

craftsmanship and theatrical detail. At the Baldwin estate, this feature turned the porch into both

The mirror at the entrance recalls Moorish

‘and Mediterranean precedents, where
reflective surfaces at thresholds symbolized
welcome and protection. Its pointed frame

and decorative detailing follow the Victorian
Gothic Revival tradition, turning the entry

into a theatrical and ornamental focal point. - ~

Jennie Dexter window

The stained-glass door panel recalls

he Gothic and Renaissance traditions

of Europe, where colored glass transformed
light into a symbolic and decorative medium.

#

octagonal painted ceiling of the Queen Anne
Cottage porch recalls the geometric vaulting

The tiered fountain with shell-shaped basins
recalls ancient Roman and Baroque traditions,
where sculpted shells symbolized water, fertility,
and mythological associations with VVenus.
Such shell fountains were central to
Renaissance and Baroque villa gardens

in Italy and France

itions of Renaissance and Baroque
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