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And these I see—these sparkling 
eyes,
These stores of mystic meaning—
these young lives,
Building, equipping, like a fleet of 
ships—immortal ships!…

Walt Whitman, “An Old Man’s Thought of School” 1892



Principles + 
Inspiration
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- The Ship as a Design Metaphor

- Stewards of the Land + 

Informed by Indigenous 

- Sea Ranch Ethos + Common 

Core Bridge

- Light On The Land 

- Raw Materials - Design With 

Time and Age

- Desire Paths

- Communal Areas, Outdoor 

Classrooms



Topography + 
Considerations
- California Central 

Coast

- Predominant onshore 

winds

- Rocky swale leading to 

coast

- Protected legacy oak 

trees
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Section Elevation
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A Deeper Dive: Design Highlights 
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Admin Building = Helm of the Ship
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Decks as outdoor classrooms
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Landforms + diffraction: “Waves” of earth 
and grass echo the sea below.  
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Landforms + diffraction



Structures built into the land
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Soon to sail out over the 
measureless seas,
On the Soul's voyage.

Walt Whitman, “An Old Man’s Thought of School” 1892


