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A Sea Ranch inspired school on the California coast



INSPIRATION: SEA RANCH • Developed in coastal Northern California in the 1960s, with 
landscape planning led by Lawrence Halprin.

• Responded to strong coastal winds through careful site planning and 
building placement.

• Utilized clustered development to reduce the overall development 
footprint and minimize environmental disturbance.

• Integrated development within the existing habitat, preserving the 
landscape rather than clearing it for construction.
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DESIGN FEATURES

• Consolidate classrooms into a unified structure positioned near the cliff to help shield the campus 
from prevailing onshore winds.

• Cluster classrooms and primary learning spaces to create a cohesive academic core.

• Separate athletic areas from classrooms to minimize noise and disruption to learning.

• Locate the farm downwind from the primary campus areas.

• Maintain a safe buffer between children and the cliff edge.
• Provide emergency vehicle access throughout the entire campus.

• Incorporate overflow parking to accommodate large events and peak attendance.

• Design athletic facilities, including restrooms, to support public and community use.

• Integrate nature-based outdoor learning spaces throughout the campus.
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CLASSROOM RENDERINGS



ENLARGEMENT: OUTDOOR LEARNING AREAS
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